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N newspapers filled with murder 
stories and what not it is good to 
come across the story of the Alaska 
mail sled driver named Jewell who 
delivered his Christmas mail on time 
in a storm at a temperature of 58 
degrees below zero. This, after all, 
is only one striking illustration of 
the magnificant every day 
sibility on the part of the inconspic- 
uous workers who keep our compli- 
cated and dangerous machinery go- 
ing. On such loyalty, coura€e and 
skill as Mr. Jewell has shown—the 
despatches don’t even give us his 
first name—we ought to be able to 
build a pretty fine civilization. 


By contrast the same newspaper 
tells us that we have a civilization in 
which the American Secretary of 
War, Mr. Davis, feels obliged to ad- 


vocate in a formal letter to Congress | 


various governmental measures for 
the revival of private manufacture of 
the munitions of war. This is his 
Christmas message to the American 
people. Yet it has been generally 
agreed by all students that the priv- 
ate greed of armament makers has 
been a contributory cause to war. 
Achille Loria, the Italian authority, 
even listed it as a major cause of the 
Balkan wars which were a prelude 
to the World War. Aside from all 
that there is something infinitely 
shocking in a spectacle of stockhold- 
ers coining money out of war and 
the preparation for war. 
placency of the Dupont Company and 
similar ammunition makers here and 
abroad over the prosperity they de- 
rived from the World War gave ter- 
rible proof of what love of money will 
do to every fine feeling of human 
comradeship. In face of these facts 
Mr. Davis wants to revive private 
munition manufactures. If I were 
a Congressman I should oppose it 
bitterly. And yet it must be con- 
fessed that if we are to accept on 
the one hand the war system and 
on the other the supremacy of the 
profit motive there is a certain logic 
in Mr. Davis’ request. 

Some part of that logic may be 
removed if the principle of the pro- 
posed treaty with France outlawing 
war between our two countries can 
be extended to a general for 
the outlawry of war. More of that 
logic will be removed if we set about 
to find a substitute in international 
cooperation for our present imperial 
ism. The forthcoming Pan-American 
Congress in Havana which Mr. Cool- 
idge is to address will give a fine op- 
portunity to see whether the Admin- 
istration will go beyond after-dinner 
sentiments to practical action. It has 
its opportunity in connection with the 
forthcoming elections in Nicaragua 
which might well be carried on un- 
der supervision of a Pan-American 
commission rather than under a com- 
mittee of our own army Officers. 


treaty 


Every one who knew anything of 
the facts felt an indescribable joy 
at the acquittal of Greco and Carillo 
by a jury in Judge Cohen's court in 
the Bronx. Their conviction would 
have meant the success of one of the 
rawest frame ups between American 
Fascists and certain police officials 
that could be imagined. Such a Fas- 
cist success would have menaced the 
whole labor movement. We are all 
safer and happier because it failed. 
But labor men will be fools, and 
worse, if the revelations in Judge 
Cohen's court of extent to which 
Fascists will go against their enemies 
does not move them to new vigor in 


the 


the fight against Fascism. We can- 
not fight Fascism among our Italian 
population by negatives. We must 


support anti-Fascist organizations 
and back up such anti-Fascist papers 
as Il Nuovo Mondo. Yes, and we 
must help the Greco-Carillo Defense | 
Committee at 70 Fifth Ave, New 
York, to pay its just debts. It is all 
very well to thank Clarence Darrow 
and Arthur Garfield Hays and Isaac 
Shorr for their magnificant services. 
Lovers of decency and fair play in 
and out the labor movement will not 
expect them to take out all their pay 
in thanks. 


The auspicious opening of the 
Amalgamated’s cooperative houses in 
the Bronx near Van Courtlandt Park 
is an event of more than local signi- 
ficance, for housifg is a national prob- 
lem. Great praise is due to the union 
itself, to the Amalgamated Bank, to 
the Forward Association and) the in- 
dividuals within their ranks who took 
the initiative in this eee New 


York’s housing law proved advan- 
ye 3) 
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The com-? 


Fraudulent 


‘Corrigan, Democratic 
Magistrate, Gives His 


Organization’s False 

Noters A Clean Bill 

LECTION “floaters’’—illegal vot- 
| ers—more than 4,000 of whom 
are alleged to have contributed to 
| the stealing of the election of Muni- 
| cipal Court Justice Jacob Panken, So- 
| cialist, in New York last November, 


| were given a clean bill of health and | 


an invitation to repeat their perform- 
ance in a ruling handed down Thurs- 
day by Magistrate Joseph E. Corri- 
gan. 

Magistrate Corrigan, a judge of 
pronounced Tammany sympathies, 
wrote the ruling which is considered 
the most flagrant endorsement of 
election frauds ever given by Tam- 
many Hall, never too reticent in such 
matters. 

The ruling came in the case of 
David B. Kunstler, a Tammany sub- 
district leader, who was arrested on 
complaints of Socialist watchers who 
accused him of voting from a false 
| address. 
}sure by the Socialists and friendly 
elements of wholesale false registra- 
tion in Judge Panken's district by 
Tammany men who live outside the 
district. 


Kunstler was prosecuted by the 
‘State Attorney General's office. He 
admitted he did not live in the dis- | 
trict> in which he registered as a 
qualified voter, but claimed he ‘did 


not know” he was violating the law. 
In his ruling Magistrate Corrigan 
said: 

I do not feel that I am called | 
upon to decide whether or not the 
defendant was entitled to vote 
from the premises, 144 Rivington 
Street, where he claims his resi- 
dence but I am called upon to | 
decide whether or not he com- 
mitted a crime in registering 
from those premises. 

“In order to violate either Sub- 
division 2 or Subdivision 4 of Sec- 


tion 752 of the Penal Law the 
defendant must know at the time 
he registered either that he will 


not be a qualified voter in the dis- 
trict or he must know that the 
residence he gives is a false resi- 
dence. 

“There was no evidence in the 
course of the proceeding to show 
that the defendant acted other 
than in good faith. On the con- | 
trary, his actions were open and E 
above-board. He was sustained } 
in his action by the advice of 
counsel and claimed that what he 
did was done in conformity with | 
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Voters O.K.'d 
ByTammany 


The arrest followed expo- | 


| knowingly 
The bill specifically also forbids | 
| the 





Pennsylvania Miners’ 
Homes Are Raided; 
Four Are Arrested 


Four miners, arrested when their 
homes were raided at Donora, Penn- 
sylvania on December 16, are being 
held under $1,000 bail and will be 
given a hearing on charges of sedi- 
tion on January 10. The men are 
Nick Knezevich, Ivan Ceh, Joe Hitiak 
and Matt Goretta, all of Donora. 

The raid is alleged to have grown 
eut of a dispute within the ranks of 
the Croatian Fraternal Union at that 
place. Members of the union, who 
had quarreled with the four men, de- 
nounced them to the local police as 
“reds” and the arrests followed. The 
charges are based on the alleged find- 
!| ing of Socialist literature in the homes 
of the defendants.. According to a 
report received by the American Civil 
Liberties Union from the Pittsburgh 
branch of the International Labor 
Defense, the “evidence” consists en- 
tirely of literature printed before the 
world war, with the exception of a 
copy of the book “Russia After Ten 
Years” and a cartoon showing the 
working class bowed under the burden 
of American institutipns. 

A local attorney, D. M. Anderson, 
has been retained by the defendants. 





N.E.C. Sounds 
Call For 1928 


Campaign Fund 
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Ticket On Ballot 


Party, 
Comrades: 


most 





important 
| States. 


| ising. 


| sues. 








Berger Seeks 
Hearings on 
Detective Bill 


Bill of Socialist Congress- 
man Likely to Win Wide 
Support—Other Measur- 
es Offered 


(By a New Leader Correspondent) 
,  iompearensniigt lls hearing on his bill 

to abolish the activities of private 
detectives and detective agencies in in- 
terstate commerce will be sought by Rep- 
resentative Victor L. Berger, on the re- 
sumption of the present session after the 
holidays, it was said at the Socialist con- 
gressman’s office here today. 

Mr. Berger expects to present evidence, 
it was stated, showing that the 20 states 
which now have laws seeking to regulate 
the activities of these agencies have gen- 
erally found that such regulative efforts 
have been unsuccessful in abolishing or 
limiting the evils nvolved. 

Hits Interstate Activities 

Mr. Berger’s bill would permit these 
agencies to continue in operation within 
the states, congress having no power to 
act in this respect, but would provide a 
$5,000 fine and imprisonment up to two 


years, or koth, for persons engaging in 


suc nh activities between the states, and for | 


|}commen carriers or other agencies which 
aided or abetted in such ac- 
tivity. 


employment ot such private detec- 





| ably be the only opposition party in 
| the field. It is the only national po- 
png party that makes a direct ap- 
|; peal to the workers of the nation, 
ithat raises vital political and eco- 
nomic issues, and that appeals to the 
idealism of voters who are disgusted 
with the old parties. 


A Ticket in Every State 
The national campaign will test 
the resources of the Socialist Party 


been tested before. We must nom- 
inate tickets in every state possible. 


in April and nominate a presidential 
ticket. We must help unorganized 





ganized states where it is necessary. 
We must awaken our supporters anti 


the national political struggle next 
year. 
We cannot wait till the national 


dertake this work. It is necessary 
to begin now. Much work of organi- 
zation can be done and must be done 
before the national convention meets. 


Reading Re: ity 
For Socialist 
Celebration 


(By a New Leader Correspondent) 
EADING, PA.— Arrangements have 
now been completed for the public 
celebration in connection with the in- 
| auguration 
tion in this city, on Monday, 
The new administration will be sworn 
in at City Hall at 10 a.m. The Officials 





Committee Begins Raising of Fund to Place 


Country—Subscription Lists Issued 





1 The Members of The Socialist | 


We are approaching one of the 
national political 
| struggles in the history of the United 
Never have the prospects of 
ithe Socialist Party been more prom- 
Never have the old parties 
| been so shamelessly committed to re- 
|} action, never so corrupt and vision- 
|less, never so barren of genuine is- 


| In the Presidential Campaign of 
1928, the Socialist Party will prob- 


and its members as they have never | 
We must hold a national convention | 
states to be organized and help or- | 


sympathizers to the importance of | 


convention of the party meets to un- | 


of the Socialist administra- | 
January 2.| 


Throughout the Entire 


For these reasons we, your Na-| 
tional Executive Committee, are call- 
ing upon you to assist in raising an 
organization fund. With this call the | 
' National office is providing contribu- | 

tion lists for circulation among party 

members and friends... We urge you | 
|to immediately use these lists. Use | 
them in your branch meetings, at pub- 

lic meetings, in your trade unions and 

other labor organizations, everywhere 

that a sympathizer may be found. 

Every member should make his or her 

own contribution as generous as pos- | 
sible. 

As rapidly as lists are filled and 
returned, forward the contributions 
without delay to the National office. 
Work of organization is planned. We 





159 Deaths in Nov., 
2,002 In 11 Months 
Coal Miners’ Dividends 


Coal-mine fatalities in the United 
States in November numbered 159, 
according to information furnished by 
State mine inspectors to the United 
States Bureau of Mines, Department 
of Commerce. Thirty-eight of the 
fatalities occurred in the anthracite 
mines of Pennsylvania; the remain- 
ing 121 were at bituminous mines 
throughout the country. The fatality 
rate for the month was 3.35 per mil- 
lion tons, as compared with 3.39 for 
the same month last year. The pro- 
duction of bituminous coal during No- 
vember was 40,628,006 tons, giving a 
fatality rate for this branch of the 
industry of 2.98 per million tons, as 
against 3.07 for the corresponding 
month a year ago. Reports from the 
anthracite industry showed 6,902,000 
tons of coal mined, 38 fatalities, and 
a fatality rate of 5.51 per million 
tons; the rate for November last year 
was 5.95. 

Analysis of the 2,002 fatalities dur- 
ing the eleven months of the present 
year show a reduction in the death 
rate per million tons of coal for haul- 
age accidents and for gas and dust 
explosions, and a slight increase for 
explosives and electricity. No change 
occurred in the rate for falls of roof 
and coal. 



















F or Sweat 
Of Workers 


Workers De. Not Even 
Have Small Protection 
Afforded Labor In the 
North 


(By a New Leader Correspondent) 
L  fomarenemipaicbarene, new South is 
being created with the rapid de- 
| velopment of industries but Southern 
states are far behind the rest of the 
country in the adoption of measures 
|to protect the safety and health of 
| wage workers, acording to speakers 
at the twenty-first annual meeting of 
the American Association for Labor 
Legislation here. 
The only five states still remaining 
without accident compensation laws 
are all in the South—-Arkansas, Flor- 
ida, Mississippi, North Carolina and | 
South Carolina. 
Broadus Mitchell, professor of 
political economy at Johns Hop- 
kins University, declared that, in 
spite of the fact that there is 
nothing novel in the labor condi- 


} 
| 
| 
| 








know the states that must be helped. | 
We want this work done before our 
national convention meets. How soon 
it is done will depend upon your re- 
sponse to this appeal. 

Comrades, let us go forward in one 
great drive for a greater and more 
powerful Socialist Party. A great 
campaign awaits us. Let us prepare | 
the ground for an inspiring struggle, 
for a larger membership, more Read- 
ings and Milwaukees, more political 
influence, for an effective and revital- 
ized Socialist Movement in the United 
States. 

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COM- 


| MITTEE OF THE SOCIALIST — 
PARTY, j R. HARRY W. LAIDLER, executive 
Victor L. Berger director of the League for Industrial 
James D. Graham Democracy and Socialist leader, gave a 
Morris Hillquit short report of the League’s activities 
James Oneal during the last year at the annual din- 
Joseph W. Sharts ner of the League, Thursday evening, at 
{ W. R. Snew Irving Flava, New. York City. 
Dr. Wm. J. Van Essen, | Dr. Laidler declared that Norman 


WM. H. HENRY, TI 


Executive Secretary. sa 





Twenty-four hundred butchers will be 


|called out in Brooklyn and 2600 will be | COnflict” and “Prosperity”; pamphlets 
| called out in the Bronx, Washington ° the Electrical Power Situation by | 
| Heights, and the lower East Side. Evelyn Preston, on “The Future of Capi-| 
To insure success of the coming strike talism and Socialism in America” by M.| 
|the Hebrew Butcher Workers Union has ©: Horty, Scott Nearing, Sam Lewisohn 
set aside the sum of $25,000 for the pur- and Morris Hillquit; on “Labor Condi- 


y of England, a 











LL.D. Reached 
60,000 Persons 
During 1928 | but it is not novel in the light of his- 


Publications Brought Mes- | 


sage to Many Thousands 
More, Dr. Laidler Re- 
ports 





10M45, 


during the year on social problems at 
- 106 colleges before some 30,000 students 
‘ wines g r 1 y st 
50,000 Butchers ua had adden deee ee 
ry N b © T 4 others at city clubs, labor and women’s 
° - oh tw ° 7 . S 
lo Str ike in N. y 7 rganizations. Morris Ernst, McAlister 
7 2 Coleman, Nellie Seeds, Dr. Williz Pick- | 
aroe fk ] PP man, Nellie S , ae. am Pic 

Large I unc Raise ( jens and others had also spoken in a 

A general strike call involving over number of colleges at meetings arranged 
5,000 butcher workers throughout Great- |>Y the League. 

er New York will be issued shortly. | The League had published during the 

year two books on “New Tactics in Social 












| 2,000,000 Aged Poor 


“No Problem” to Civic Federation 





BOUT a year ago, the Na- 
tional Civic Federation of 
which Matthew Woll, vice-presi- 


dent of the American Federation 
of Labor, is now Acting President 
circularized Governors and Legis- 
lators througheut the U. S. ask- 
ing them to take no steps in the 
adoption of old age pension legis- 
lation until a study the Civic 
Federation was then conducting, 
was concluded and the findings 
presented in their report. 

James H. Maurer, President of 
the Pennsylvania Federation of 
Labor and Chairman of the Penn- 
sylvania Commission on Old Age 


; 
* 


Pensions made public a letter he 
wrote to Mr. Woll in which he 
asked him how he, as Vice-Pres- 
ident of the A. F. of L., which 
stands committed at several con- 
ventions to the promotion of old 
age pensions, could at the same 
time lend his name to an attack 
on this subject. Mr. Maurer fur- 
thermore pointed out to Mr. Woll 
that some of the investigators 
for the National Civic Federation 
were told definitely that one of 
the aims of the Civic Federation 
study was to discredit the find- 
ings of the various State Com- 
missions, especially that of Ohio 


and Pennsylvania. Mr. Woll made 
no reply to these charges. 

At last the public has been pre- 
sented with this report of the 
Civic Federation. Apparently be- 
cause of the challenge issued by 
Mr. Maurer, the Civic Federation 
did not dare to ignore its actual 
facts and figures. An examina- 
tion of a copy of this study re- 
veals that the Civic Federation's 
findings support largely the con- 
tentions of the advocates of old 
age pensions that approximately 
30 or 33 per cent of the people 
65 years of age and over are not 


independent today. 


The Civic Federation dare not I 
contradict these findings which i 
have been found in the investiga- r 
tions of the State Commissions I 
in Pennsylvania, Ohio and Massa- I 
chusetts. ° 

In the general introduction of r 


the Civic 
its i 


the report, however, 
Federation tries to maintain 


age in the 


versons are today in need of help, 
t goes on to emphasize that the 
najority of the aged people are 
10t dependent but are self-sup- 
vorting. 

In other words, 
of the 


if 2,000,000 out 
5,000,000 now 65 years of 
U. S. are dependent, 
t presents no problem for solu- 


position of falsification and mis- tion as far as Messrs. Ralph Eas- 
representation. Instead of point- ley and Tecumse Sherman and 
ing out the enormous necessity the Civic Federation are con- 
for some constructive legislation cerned. 


in view of the fact that even if 
only one-third of the people now 
65 years of age are dependent it 
means that almost 2,000,000 aged 


; 


Commenting on the report, the 


American Association for Old 
Age Security, headed by Bishop 


(Continued on Page 2) 


—_— _ 


Paul Blanchard, Kenneth Lind- 
nd himself had spoken 


|interference 


| due to the predominance of the 
| ment workers in that state, who, 
}a strong union, have run the 


tions in Southern industries, “we 
are regularly asked to make al- 
lowance for long hours, low 
wages and comparative absence 
of protective legislation for work- 
er’s below Mason and Dixon’s 
line.” 
“Industrialism in the South is new, 


































































































|tory,” Prof. Mitchell continued. 
| “Wherever large scale production by 
machine methods has appeared in @ 
| country, the same excuses for selfish- 
| ness or ignorance have been put for7- 
| ward. England went through the 
same phases a century ago, and the 
Northern States and Germany more 
recently. And the result in other 
cases will follow in the South—wages 
will be increased, hours diminished, 
workers will gain recognition for their 
organizations, and legal protections ~ 
will be thrown around conditions “9 
employment. 
“Southern manufacture: iaxtha— 
a whole, are exploiting labor just as 
as they are exploiting cheap raw ma- 
terials. Many agencies will combine 
to put a limit to their methods as 
|they injure the community—publie 
opinion, the competition of employers 
with each other for a relatively di- 
j minishing labor supply and the open- 
ing of alternate occupations. 
“The South will be compelled to 
relinquish its industrial differen- 
tial, and accept national labor 
standards.” 
Constructive Policy Needed 
Professor Thomas W. Holland of 
| the University of North Carolina as- 
serted that “the Southern mill owner 
is well aware that his major competi- 
tive advantage over other parts of the 
country lies in the lower wages and 
longer hours of his employees.” 
“The industrial worker in North 
Carolina works longer hours, receives 
less money wages, and has less pro- * 
| tection in case of accident, than a 
worker in a majority of the states in 
the union,” he continued. “One of 
the things we need most in North 
Carolina is a constructive and intel- 
ligent policy toward social legisla- 


tion.” 
Human Side of Industry Neglected 
Mrs. Dexter Otey of Lynchburg, 
declared that Southern legisla- 








} 


Va., 
tures and governors are vying with 
one another to secure factories in 
their states, and while the new indus- 
trial development is impressive yet 
the human side of industry has been 
neglected. 
“Industries are brought South, we 
are frankly told by official advertis- 
ers of the South’s merits, because of 
a fairly abundant supply of cheap 
labor and because of freedom from 
on the part of labor 
unions,"’ Mrs. Otey said. “Labor is 
cheap and wages are low. The fact 
is significant that the greatest devel- 
opment has been in the textile indus- 
try in which wages are lowest of all 
and the working day is long. 
“The other accompaniments of the 
industrial South—night work, feudal 
conditions in employer-owned mill vil- 
lages, lack of participation in com- 
munity life—all bespeak a low level 
of cultural development,” she con- 
tinued. 
Women Work Long Hours 
Mary Anderson, director of the 
Women’s Bureau of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Labor, said that the bureau’s 
investigations of women’s work in 
nine Southern states showed that 
women were working longer hours 
than in the North. 
“The outstanding fact,” 
ed, 


she assert- 
“has been that in practically all of 
the rome states into which we 
have gone, the percentage of women 
working 48 hours has been 
very low, in some of them so low 
that there is almost no percentage to_ 
be recorded. Roughly, the range in 
these nine states is from 1 per cent 
in Georgia to 21 per cent in Arkan- 
sas. Maryland is the one exception) 


or less 


age up to 52 per cent. ms OF 
on the other hand, in the 
(Continued on Page 2) 
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} nvitation to Visit 
lini-Ridden Coun- 


New Leader Correspondent) 
INGTON, D.C.—Scathingly de- 
mncing Fascism in the United 


~ 


jilliam Green of the American Federa- 
a of Labor bas emphatically declined 
Hnvitation to go to Italy to study con- 
for himself. 
} € Green’s attack on Fascism 
/in reply. to the invitation ex- 
ded by Count Ignazio Thaon di Revel 
York City, president of the Fas- 
ague of North America, Inc. He 
wrote Mr. Green following the Los An- 
convention of the American Federa- 
of Labor, at which the Fascist prin- 
of government was bitterly denounc- 
nr and in a’speech by Mr. 
In his invitation Count di Revel 
@ssed to be surprised at Mr. Green's 
f on the Fascist regime and asked 
he might visit Italy in the hope 
: he might obtain a different impres- 
sion of Premier Mussolini, supreme Fas- 
cist “boss.” 
' Mr. Green’s letter to Count di Revel 
follows. in part: 
“2 understand you are the chief ex- 
j and the ranking officer of the 
ascist organization in the United States. 
Because you occupy such a position you 
are, no doubt, in a position to speak with 
authority for this American Fascist or- 
a Will you please tell me why 
there® is any necessity for such an or- 
r in the United States and what 
its real aims and purposes are? 
“All the information we are able 
to. obtain regarding Fascism in Italy 
; to the inevitable conclusion 
at. it is just as autocratic in its 
operation as is Communism in Rus- 
Each of these organizations ex- 
tols the superiority of the state over 
e lives and liberties of the indi- 
viduals, Each of these organizations 
has abolished free press within its 
Tespective jurisdiction. Is not this 
. in its most offensive form? 


man’s conception of free- 
dom and liberty. 

“Premier Mussolini is very frank about 
this question. On one occasion he is 
@s saying, ‘There can be no such 
hi as’ liberty. It exists but in the 
imagination of philosophers who seek 
their impracticable philosophy in the 
skiés while mine is drawn from very near 
the earth for those on the earth.” Again, 
in April, 1923, Mussolini was quoted in 
the Fascisti Review Gereachi as fol- 

: ‘Fascimo is not afraid to declare 
i illiberal or anti-liberal. It has al- 
Ways passed and if necessary will again 
Pass, without the slightest hesitancy over 
the body, more or less decomposed, of the 


Goddess’ of Liberty.” 


a 





A Song of Prosperity 


In the campaign of 1892 the Re- 
publicans organized singing clubs. 
@ne of their popular songs was di- 
rected to farmers. This was the 
chorus: 

You'll be sorry that you voted 

wrong, 
On that November morn, 

When the sheriff brings his 

hammer down 
And your dear old farm is 
gone. 

We commend this to the happy 
farmers of the Northwest. Altogether 
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LEGAL DEPARTMENT 


Mr. Robert Fulton 
707 E. Walnut 8t. 
Gillespie, Ill. 


Dear Sirf- .- 


are.® 


must work." 


BER: CMS 





IN REPLYING 


The word “ ‘strike’ is a high-toned 
name for plain, ornery laziness,” 
and the one who goes on strike does 
so because he is “not man enough 
to bargain with the world on his 
own merit,” according to Robert Earl 


Belgian Workers 
Warned of Drive 
On Their Standards 


Brussels. — Under the title “We Must 
Be Vigilant,” the Rrussels ‘“Peuple” pub- 
lishes an ariicle by Mertens, general sec- 


Mertens says that the resignation of the 
four Socialist Ministers from the govern- 
ment will be a godsend to the Belgian 
employers in their fight against the or- 
ganized workers. Mertens does not say 
this because he disapproves of the resig- 
nations, but because in his opinion every- 
thing goes to show that the Belgian em- 
ployer: have long been preparing for a 
war to the death to prevent the workers’ 
wages from being at last adjusted to the 
level of the prevailing cost of living. The 
employers’ first shct is the doubt they 
cast on the accuracy of the official index 
figures, upon which the workers are bas- 
ing their just demands for a rise of 





now. Put a little pep in it. Sing! 





VISIT 50 JEWISH 


FRI. AFT. & EVE. 
Dec. 30 
SMARGONE 

Oshmiany 


Slo 
Baranovitz 
Ruszany 
Volpa-Luna 
Skidel 

dur 


SAT. AFT. 
Dec. 


Brisk 
Terespol 
Orla 
Belsk 
Pinsk 
Kobrin 


as it is lived day by day 


SPECIAL MUSICAL PROGRAM 
(Accompanying Each Presentation) 
Florence Stern ||Chaim Kotyliansky 
Violinist 
ANHATTAN PERA 

th ST. NEAR 


GOOD SEATS 





LAST 'THREE DAYS! 


WITHOUT LEAVING NEW YORK ! 


An intimate and stark record of present-day Jewish Life in RUSSIA-POLAND. 
) ~Aseries of thrilling travelogues covering the following cities: 


BREST-LITOVSK 


NOT A PICTURE OF LIFE — BUT JEWISH LIFE ITSELF 
struggling to recover itself from 
the shock and horrors of war! 
If you were born in Russia-Poland, these films will bring you back 
home with a thrill of actual homecoming! 


| Balladist 


LAST THREE DAYS! 
FRIDAY, DEC. 30; SAT., DEC 31, and SUN., JAN. 1. 


wages. 





- POLISH CITIES 


& EVE. SUN. AFT. & EVE. 
St Jan. 1 


LIDA 

Stuchin 

Rozanki & Piesk 
Zaludeck 

Suwalk & Augustow 
Sokolka & Krinky 


Also Special Showing of 
“THE ETERNAL STUDENT” 
based on Abram Raisin’s 
“The Illui of Rimni” 
OUSE GOOD SEATS 
8th AVE. 50c and $1.00 
and 8:30 


At 2:30 





50c and $1.00 
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WE EXTEND OUR GREETINGS AND BEST WISHES 


FOR A HAPPY AND PR‘ 
TO ALL OUR PATR( 


THE INTERNATIONAL UNION BANK 


FIFTH AVENUE 


New York 


mY a 
DYED 


ISPEROUS NEW YEAR 
INS AND FRIENDS. 


at 21st STREET 
City 


on your own merit. 


If yow creditors all sue you, 
everything you get--and to do that you will have to 


selves too good to work- 


retary of the Belgian trade union centre. 


|Mail Order Firm Assails Strikers 
ais As “Lazy” and “Bunch of 


ELMER RICHARDS COMPANY 





951-959 WEST 35Ts STREET 
CHICAGO, ILL. | 


9-20-27 


Loafers” 


HOME OFFICE 


30-3 bal.due $21.11 
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So you are on strike? 


Why are you on strike? 


you will 


And because you are on strike you think that we who work 
eight hours every day in the week should support you while 
you lay around and do nothing. 


Because you are not man enough to bargain with the world 
You can not say to your employer "I do 
so much work, and so much better than such and such a man 
and so I should have more pay" which should be the true basis 


of increased salary- , 


Instead you get in with a bunch of loafers who are too 
lazy to increase their efficiency, and say "We'll lay ‘off for 
a few months, and then the boss will realize how important we 
And while you are laying off you live on the products 
of the labor of others--parasite on the Nation. 


"Strike" is a high toned name for "Plain Orney Laziness." 


have to pay cash for 
work to live. 


The first Settlers of Virginia were gentlemen who tho't them- 
: the deozes went out "Those who would eat 


The condition is now reversed-the laboring man is 
now too proud to work, and the same decree will have to be is- 


sued against them. | 
Creditors victimized by lazy strikers can put a stop to this 


yearly loss by mercilessly closing down on each bad debtor who 
uses this way of avoiding payment of his just obligation. 


Yours very truly 
ELMER RICHARDS COMPANY 


JK ARS 


ligr. Legal Dept. 


PLEASE USE BACK OF THIS 


Barclay, manager of the legal depart- 
| ment of the Elmer Richards Com- 
| pany, mail order installment dealer 
in clothing for men and women, 951- 
959 West Thirty-fifth street, Chicago. 

The firm conducts a large national 
business and carries about 2,000 


Civie Federation 
Pensions Report 
Put Under Fire 


(Continued from page 1) 
Francis J. McConnell, of the Ep- 
iscopal Church of Pittsburgh, and 
Abraham Epstein, formerly di- 
rector of the Pennsylvania Com- 
mission on Old Age Pensions, 
challenged the conclusions drawn 
by the National Civic Federation 
as not at all warranted from the 
findings of the Federation’s re- 
port. “The Federation has merely 
set up a straw man and delights 
in knocking him down”, declared 
a Statement issued by the Asso- 
ciation. 

The statement follows: 

“No responsible group interest- 
ed in the securing of justice for 
the dependent aged or in the pro- 
motion of old age insurance or 
pensions has ever contended that 
more than approximately one- 
third of aged persons were de- 
pendent for their support. Only 
from about 1,800,600 to 2,000,000 
of the approximately 5,500,000 
persons 65 years of age and over 
have been estimated to be desti- 
tute in old age. 

“The Civic Federation’s press 
release admits that 29.5 per cent 











‘accept that as long a 


of the aged persons studied by 
them have no property whatso- 
ever. It is a well known fact that 
but few wage earners can remain 
gainfully empleyed after they 
have passed three score and five 
years. As a matter of fact many 
industries today refuse employ- 
ment to men past the age of 40. 
With no property and no work, 
an aged person can hardly be 
anything but dependent. 
“While the Civic Federation is careful 
not to mention in its release the 
dependence it found 
the various cities studied, it declares that 
its findings reflect conditions similar to 
those found by the official Massachusetts’ 
Commission on old pensions. This 
Commission reported an average depend- 
ency of ly 38 per cent. 
“There is ully no difference of opin- 
ion between the Civic Federation and the 
legisla- 
Even 


real 


percentages of 


age 


approx t 


reé 


nts of old age 
to the facts case. 
Federation that 
was found and the actual per- 
of the aged individuals who had 
considering our 
The only dif- 
solution to the 
to 


only 


proponc 
tion as 
the Civic 
sufferin 
centage 


insurance 
in the 
admits 


too large 
wealth 
devising a 
Federation 
there 
their 


problem as 


no means 
country's enc 
ferences lie in 
The 


that 


was 
yrmous 
problem Civic seem 
] are 
destitution 
onstitutes no to interfere 
with the comfort of those of us who are 
complacent and well-to-do, They do not 
believe that this represents a_ serious 
problem for our country. The advocates | 
of old age insurance and pensions, on | 


2,000,000 dependents 


actual | 
in j 


LET Ts 
accounts with coal miners, but does 
not confine its dealing to that craft. 
The Elmer Richar?s Company ex- 
pressed its complimentary views of strik- 
‘ers in a letier to a creditor, which the 


|New Leader reprints above. 


| the other hand, believe that America is 
humane enough and rich enough to be 
| able to meet the needs of this compara- 
| tively small number. The friends of 
| the aged are convinced that America will 
| not continue to neglect this mass of des- 
titution and will endeavor in every way 
| possible to seek a solution which will 
| provide the men and women who have 
| given their lives in constructive toil and 
jin helping to build this nation with at 
| least some measure of comfort in an 
| honorable manner even as is being done 
| today by the poorest of nations through- 
out the civilized world.” 


| The statement of the American As- 
| sociation for Old Age Security challenged 
' the Civic Federation’s assertions that 
the problem will be met by industrial 
pension plans by citing the fact that 
the overwhelming majority of industrial 
pension plans are actually unsound and 
financially unguaranteed. Even in the 
case of few scientific and guaranteed 
pension plans a long term of service with 
the corporation generally ranging from 
20 years and more is required. But ac- 
cording to statistics supplied by the U. S. 
Department of Labor only about 4 per 
cent of wage earners stay with one con- 
cern 20 years and more. 

Attention must also be called to the 
fact that the National Civic Federation 
more than a year ago before its studies 
were completed cautioned governors and 
legislators to take no steps in old age 
j pension legislation and to wait for its 
findings which would show different con- 
ditions than’ those found by several offi- 
| cial state commissions which have stud- 
{ied the subject. This press release indi- 
| cates clearly that the National Civic Fed- 
| eration knew that its findings would live 
up to its expectations. 








South Is Scored 
For Sweating of 
Its Workineclass 


(Continued from Page 1) 
have surveyed there, the range is 
from 13 per cent in Indiana to 68 per 
{cent in Rhode Island. The bulk of the 
| women of the Northern group really | 
j lies between 34 per cent and 68 per 
;cent, with Indiana and Iowa, which | 
| have no laws regulating hours, and | 
| Oklahoma with a nine-hour law 

| bringing the record down. 

“The South in its rapid expan- 
sion will have to take into con- 
sideration a readjustment of 
these conditions,’ Miss Anderson 
concluded. .“It cannot continue 
to expect that practically all the 
waking time of the workers shall 
be spent in the mills.” 


9,000 Counterfeits 
Nearly 9,000 bills have been introduced 
in the lower house of Congress in fifteen 
days, but so far as workers are concerned 
most of them are of the counterfeit va- 
riety. 
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(Continued from Page 1) 


tageous in providing a way to get 
mortgages at a reasonable figure and 
in giving tax exemption on the build- 
ings. All these things simply prove 
how much can be accomplished by 
cooperation. Three hundred families 
have safe and very beautiful homes 
at a present rent which is really a 
purchase rent of $11 per month per 
room. Those who know New York 
will know what a saving that means. 
These 300 families will doubtless be 
able to create cooperative stores and 
other cooperative features to their 
mutual advantage. Under American 
conditions and in face of the compe- 
tition of chain stores I believe that 
we shall have to begin with coopera- 
tive housing on some such scale as 
this in order to lay the basis for fur- 
ther cooperative enterprises. 

There are two obvious lessons in this 
Amalgamated housing achievement. 
First it furnishes proof of what a real 
union can do for its members. No com- 
pany union can match it. No unorgan- 
ized group of workers can even dream of 
such homes under their own control as 
these that Amalgamated has built. No 
union torn by internal factions could 
safely attempt it. The second lesson has 
to do with the need of municipal housing. 
I have said that the State Housing law 
is better than nothing because it has 
made it easier for the union to do its 
work. But the union began irrespective 
of the state housing act which as yet 
has stimulated no new building at all 
by limited dividend companies, much less 
any building at a price the neediest 
workers can pay. A large part of the 
working population of New York receives 
wages which makes $11 per month per 
room sound like Park Ave. prices. These 
workers are many of them unorganized 
or their organizations are in no position 
to emulate the Amalgamated. We want 
to encourage cooperative housing. But 
it is little short of criminal to make the 
great masses of New York workers and 
their children wait for cooperative hous- 
ing to rescue them from slums or pack- 
ing box fire traps of the type so common 
in graft ridden Queens Borough. What 
the Amalgamated has done the City of 
New York can do on a somewhat simpler 
but more extensive scale for the sake 
of the children who will make or mar its 
future. We Socialists, after seeing the 
Amalgamated houses ought to fight hard- 
er than ever for our municipal housing 
program. 


Wheti:er the Sovialist officials of Read- 
ing, Pa.. who take office the first of the 
year will have to face a housing prob- 
lem or not, I do not know. They will 
have pienty of other problems to face 
and at the present time no propaganda 
for the Socialist cause in America can 
be as useful as intelligent city adminis- 
tration in behalf of the masses of the 
people. We must wage our national fights 
but I look to local organization, to such 
campaigns as our Reading comrades have 
just waged, and to such successes in 
administration as they achieved or may 
achieve in Milwaukee and Reading for 
the best and most immediate results in 
building up the party. Best wishes to 
the Reading Socialists. 

The National Civic Federation is at its 
old tricks. It tries to persuade us that 
all is well for men and women sixty-five 
years and over in America because in 
its investigations it found that not 90 
per cent but only 29.5 per cent had no 
property and were largely dependent upon 
the charity of relatives or of relief 
agencies. Now, no intelligent agitator 
for old age pensions has ever said that 
90 per cent of the aged lived in poverty. 
They have, following the studies of the 
Pennsylvania Commission, said that about 
30 or 33 per cent were in poverty and 
they have insisted that the poverty of 
so great a number, even though it is 
not a majority, in a prosperous country 
like ours is reason enough for old age 
pensions. The National Civic Federa- 
tion investigation it is generally known 
was conducted partly to discredit the 
Pennsylvania committee. It is charged 
that its investigators were so instructed 
and that towns were picked for inquiry 
where the existence of some sort of priv- 
ate pension system made old age depend- 
encies less. As mgtters stand we are 
willing to take the Federation’s own 
figures to support our case. 


Incidentally it seems to us a sorry 
business that Matthew Woll, Vice-Presi- 
dent of the A. F. of L. and President of 
the National Civic Federation, and men 
like him have been able to shelve affirm- 
ative action on’ the basis of facts we 
now have both in the A. F. of L. and in 
the New York State Federation pending 
‘investigation” we suppose of the Civic 
Federation brand.. Mr. Woll is making 
1 special drive in January for the A. F. 
of I. insurance company. That is good. 
But only state insurance for old age and 
unemployment can take from the open 
hop employers one of their best weap- 
ns against organization. 
is the provision they make of some miser- 
insurance against 
It is 
o wake up on this matter. 


ible 


ind old age. 
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Evenings and Sundays, 1436 Glover Street, 
Bronx. Take Lexington Ave. Subway, Pel- 
ham Bay Extension, to Zerega Ave. Station 


Patent Attorney, 
116 Nassau Street. 
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tor sends you te 
a truss maker 
for a truss band- 
jage or stocking, 
go there and see 
what you can buy for your money. 


Then gotoP. WOLF & Co., Inc. 


COMPARE GOODS AND PRICES 
1499 Third Ave. 70 Avenue A 


Sith & 85th Ste wot, 4th and Sth Sta | 
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$2,100,000 Monument 
To Rise Amid Poverty 
Of Miners in Indiana 





Vincennes, Ind.—In his message to 
Congress, President Coolidge said: “In- 
dustrial relations have never been more 
peaceful.” Maybe what he meant was 
that industry has never been more quiet. 
At least quiet is what it is here and in 
Bicknell. 

There is no strike nor labor trouble, 
neither is there much work. The great- 
est asset of Knox county and its 50,000 
inhabitants is coal mining. When all of 
the mines were working here they em- 
ployed about 5,000 men. Now only about 
390 men are working in the mines and 
that only 1 and 2 days a week. This 
condition began with the lockout April 





Those who had savings have spent 

their all. Suffering followed and as the | 
Winter came on and the weather grew | 
cold this suffering gained in intensity. | 
Now about 4,000 men with their families 
are more or. less, some entirely, dependent 
upon the food that is issued through a 
commissary donated by miners in other 
communities. 
Let it be remembered how patriotic the 
miners were during the war when they 
were asked to donate to the Red Cross. 
They then responded by donating $2 a 
month. But when the miners are in 
distress their only aid comes from the 
miners who are working in neighboring 
mines. And as the situation now is it is, 
like dividing the last biscuit. 

At a time when a head of a family re- | 
ceived about $4 worth of groceries each 
week one miner remarked to me: | 
“Wouldn’t it be hell now if they should 
stop this commissary?” Soon after these 
supplies were reduced in quantity and is- 
sued only every two weeks, due to the 
increased number of applicants. 

Some of the miners were permitted to 
mine their own coal. For this privilege 
they first cleaned up the mine and in 
addition mined the company an equal 
amount of coal. Later they gave the com- 
oanies twice as much. Then the Union 
stopped it’s members from agreeing to 
such terms. Therefore many 
out of coal. Few of these receive 
from charity, others steal. When caught 
they are fined. Most a unable to pay, 
and are sent to the Penal farm. 


are left 


coal 
re 


Many school children have not enough 
slothes to keep them warm. Those that 
are kept home are not forced to return 
until helped by charity. Clothes are 
gathered from the more fortunate and in 
some cases mended and distributed by 
the Parent-Teachers Association and the 
American Legion. But their efforts give 
mnly feeble help, because of the vast num- 
over that are destitute. 

Many children report in that 
hey had no breakfast the morning be- 
fore, and the previous night they had 
10 supper. Charitable milk is being sup- 
lied to those children but in small quan- 
tity. In some cases teachers take pupils 
for a dinner. The! writer was in a hail 
where more than three hundred men were 
waiting through noon hour, because the 
commissary was delayed in opening, with- 
jut a pretense to return home for din- 
ner. 


school 


Many are the stories of brave men suf- 
fering hunger in order that their little 





Do You Know the Value of 
Your Eyes? 


Do not neglect them. They are your 











That weapon | 
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high time for labor | 


best friends. 
Our expert optometrists and up-to- 
date optical offices are at your service. 


Dr. Barnett L. Becker, Inc. 


Optometrists and Opticians 
213 East Broadway, near Cli 
131 Second Ave., 
100 Lenox Ave., near 
262 East Fordham Road, Bronx 
923 Prospect Ave., 163rd St., Bronx 
1719 Pitkin Ave., nr. Rockaway Ave. 
Brooklyn, N. Y¥. 
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corner 8th Street 
115th Street 


near 











PTIcAL COMPANY 


1.1.GOLDIN - OPTOMETRIST 


POLEN-MILLER 








Or LOMETRisST and OPTICIAN 
328 W. 125 St. Bet 8th & St. Nicholas Ave 





Rewdagton 


Typewriters 
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Sold, rented st 
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and repaired F 


All Guaranteed Moderate Prices 
International Typewriter Co. 
1643 2nd Ave., Bet. 85th & 86th Sts. 


Tel Regent 1398 





Open 10 A. M. to 9 P. M. 








BROOKLYN 


LABOR LYCEUM 


9419 Willoughby Ave., Brooklyn 


Large and 1 hal le for all oc 
casions and meetin at reasonable rentais. 


STAGG 3842 


243-217 EAST &tth ST. 
Labor Temple Bo. 
Workmen's Educational Association 


Free Library open from 1 to 10 p.m. 
Halls for Meetings, Entertainments and 
Balls. Telephone REGent 10038 





ones might have more to eat. 

Vincennes is located in this Coun- 
ty and it is here on the site of Fort 
Sachville where the President urged: 
“A suitable t should be 
erected to the memory of George 
Rogers Clark.” 

And they are going to spend a 
total of $2,100,000; $1,750,000 is to 
be appropriated by Congress. Already 
$600,000 is appropriated by this state 
and county. 








Wealthy Quakeress 
Wins Tiff With 
Penn. Mine Guard 


Punxsutawney, Pa.—The little mining 
town of Rossister, Pa. was the scene of 
an amusing incident on Sunday, 18th, 
when Powers Hapgood and Mrs. Walter 
Cope, a wealthy Quaker lady of Philadel- 
phia, invaded that territory “protected” 
by the injunction of Judge Langhan, of 
Indiana county. 

Mrs. Cope, who could hardly imagine 
such a drastic injunction being issued 
by a judge in an industrial dispute, mo- 
tored over from Philadelphia with Hap- 
good. She put some groceries in her car 


‘and had signs placed on it to proclaim to 


the world and the coal and iron police 
that it was “food for the strikers”. Stop- 
ping before the village church, a com- 
pany “cop” spied the signs on the car 
and sent out a S.O.S. call for the union 
secretary, Robert Slee. Bro. Slee as- 
sured the excited guard that he knew 
nothing of the car, did not own it and 
therefore refused to remove the offending 
sign. Powers Hapgood also refused to 
remove it, and when the guard seemed 
doomed to throw a fit, Mrs. Cope asked 
him if there was anything the matter 
with the sign. 

“Don’t you want anyone to know there 
is a strike?” she asked. After tempting 
the guard to arrest her for having the 
sign on her car, Mrs. Cope was satisfied 
that the Indiana county brand of “li- 
berty” had not been exaggerated and she 
returned Philadelphia, leaving the 
trike committee in the “civilized” min- 
ing town 6f Rossiter richer by a dona- 
tion of twenty 10 dollar bills. 

The strikers relief committee of Ros- 
siter and one from the Central Union of 
Punxsutawney, the nearest large town, 
is commencing to function with some 
regularity. now, and the prospects are 
that no one will be actually hungry on 
New Year's, though many children are 
still out of school through the lack of 
shoes and stockings, 
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Board of Directors meet at 198 Broadway 
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Temple, 234 E th Street, New York 
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Dr. Frank M. Goldfarb 


SOL East 173rd Street 
Cor. Bathgate Avenue 
Official dentist for the Workmen’s 
Sick and Death Benefit Fund 
Branches of the Bronx. 
Highclass work and moderate prices. 
Tel. Jerome 7492 


ELITE TIT ETE 








The 
REPAST CAFETERIA 


ry” > s 
In The People’s House 
7 East 15th Street, New York 
DELICIOUS, WHOLESOME FOOD 
POPULAR PRICES 
PLEASANT ATMOSPHERE 
“The Place Where All Radicals Meet” 





Buy Direct From Manufacture: 


O.W.WUERTZC 


PLAY ER=REPRODUCING 


PIANOS 


Standard Of Quality Since 1895 


RADIOS-PHONOGRAPHS-RECORDS 
ON EASY TERMS 


Two cy \i) ss 85 "57 


FRED SPITZ 


3 SECOND AVENUE * 
(Near Housten St.) - NEW YORK 
Telephone Dry Deck 8890-8831 


PARK PALACE 
3-5 West 110th Street 


Biegant Ball Rooms for Balle, Wi 
dings, Banquets and Mestingn $f 


ROSENBERG & HER Prepe. 
Telephone: Mocement 84 . 
































Saturday, Sicaahce 31, 1927 





THE NEW LEADER 




















in 


A, 


—, zt > 7 


i 








jist Party Plans and Progr 


ess Through The Stz 








Start the New Year Right! 


In this issue the National Executive Committee of the 
Socialist Party sends an appeal to the members, Socialist 


voters and sympathizers. 


New locals and branches are 


being organized all over the country and new members 


are being admitted. 


Let’s make the first week of the New Year a big one in 


low. 


preparation for the national political campaign. 
are not a party member join now. 
Get others to sign with you. 


if you 
Fill out the blank be- 
Send names and ad- 





















































National 

Readers in unorganized communi- 
ties desiring information on how to 
organize local divisions of the Social- 
ist Party may obtain instructions, 
leaflets, charter applications, mem- 
bership cards, application cards and 
all other necessary information by 
addressing William H. ‘Henry, Na~ 
tional Executive Secretary, 2653 
Washington Boulevard, Chicago, 
Illinois. Information regarding 
speakers, literature, platforms, ete., 
may be obtained from the National 
Office. 


LET US ORGANIZE 
























































































































































he means: of life. 
‘If you favor 


the appeal. continues: 


I, 


will help. 





}election in Idaho. 


| “To be given this opportunity we must | 
| first build our local organizations in the 
secure 1,500 names to 
} Then 
we must work locally for organization of 
and precinct in which we live, 
so as to be able to present to the voters 


State, we must 
our petitions for a place on ballot. 


county 
































this fundamental yon | 
You will assist personally as | been circulerized ahout 
well as financially, enabling us to be rep- | insuronce bill. 
resented on the official ballot in the 1928 


full national, state and county candidates The District Office is calling on 
in the Socialist column on the ballot. branches and members-at-large for 


“This effort has the complete sanction 


fourteen years. 
local union 


sent 
the 


to prison for 
above plus every 


We 

larize exery union 
tion bill as well. 

Vincent G. Burns’ Tour 

The State Office is 


about our 


| dustrial Democracy 
|in the New England Colleges. 





|start with Harvard, Jan. 
Miners’ Relief 























































































all 
he!p 
}in raising money and collecting clothing 




















lass is derenient on those who semen iaiien of a strike for a union shop be 

All 
have 
our unemployment 
plan shortly to circu- 
anti-injuc- 


giving every help to 
ithe tour arranged by the League for In- 
for Vincent G. Burns 
Burns will 








,cf Brownsville will attend a 
honor of A. I. Shiplacoff to ¢ 
50th birthday and his long life 
ice in the Socialist and Labor Me 
All of the numerous org: 

whom Shiplacoff has been 












| Branch Seven, East 

Our Branch meeting was held last 
Sunday morning at the W.C. School, 2095 
Daly avenue (near 180th street). George 
Dobsevage delivered an inspiring lecture 
and was received enthusiastically by all 


eb 


nizatio 








present The topic, “Thou Shalt Not also those to whom he has 
Kill”, proved to be appropriate for service in his brilliant and evensual 
Christmas Sunday. Indications are that will be present to honor him A Be 
our next lecture will prove to be more will be given at the Brownsville . 





.yceum and final warning is ceive 
who desire to be present, to m 
reservations at once as the cap 

2-Lyceum will be taxed to thet 


Friday Lectures 
Priday evening lectures at the 
Lyceum by this branch are 


successful than the first one. The branch 
organizer is planning to have a promin- 
ent speaker every second and fourth Sun- 
day at 10 a.m. Speakers and topics to 
be announced shortly. 

5th A.D. 

work for the fo 








Organization ¢mation 
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> The Labor Movement | Dates arranged for Comrade Lewis’ |Sunday evening, Jan. 8. A new play, something that he does not like. When your child 
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ay E. King 
Roswell, N. M. 
of the progressive coali- 
which turned the Social- 
“to an independent position 
ted the farmer, labor and lib- 
brought together in Roswell, 











ence of unterrified leaders and 
rs to devise ways and means to keep 

fight going against the forces of re- 
on. This conference was composed 
“Socialists looking for a new 
: @pproach to the wage-earners 
4 farmers. Prominent among these 
: F. Richardson, author of the call 


‘Mr.* Richardson had a very definite 
| of a movement which he thought 

this purpose. His idea was 
dopted with unanimity and enthusiasm 


os 






















; of America. 
_ ‘How to construct an economic and po- 
Aitical organization out of average Ameri- 
fe n far and wage-earners that 
wuld gradually attain the position of a 
“canscious movement, fighting for 
tial democracy, was the problem 
. Richardson laid before the confer- 











ch “a ‘movement, these founders 
” j, would ‘have to be based upon col- 
“Yective efforts and collective benefits. It 
fould have to inculcate group solidarity 
consciousness by means of 
struggle and experience. 


Pita ‘Co-operatives Hoped For 
‘It would have to approach collective 
” unity and co-operative achievement along 
he lines of easiest approach and least 
_Tesistence. To accomplish this it would 
‘be necessary to build an organization that 
'. ‘would confer benefits instead of load ex- 
‘penses on the members from the first. 
These hard-headed idealists knew from 
their long experience in the class strug- 
gle that the most potent arguments to 
_ @raw the average individualist and con- 
- gervative farmer and wage-earner, into 
- @ new movement are actual dollars and 
~ “actual protection. An organization that 
' quld put actual dollars in their pockets 
Porter actusl protection could win 
hem - and: hold them long enough to 
ih them the nature and value of or- 
miged_nower and educate them by 
means of written and spoken propa- 
ganda. 

Now let us see how true Progress Build- 
‘er theory works out in Progress Builder 
practice. 

‘The first and simplest and easiest form 
of collective action is the kind upon 
» which trade unionism is founded. It is 
"~~ @ilustrated in the case of a worker group 
en collectively bargaining for higher wages, 
% or a farmer group collectively dealing for 

higher prices for the things they sell and 
lower prices for the things they buy. The 
founders of the Progress Builders saw in 
this kind of collective action the gateway 
to bigger things—to real co-operatives— 
to the attainment of their ultimate po- 
litical and economic ideals. 
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of the Progress Builders—the formation | 
wherever possible of local groups to ob- 
tain the best bargains possible with local 
‘merchants and: dealers. When thirty or 

n farmers and wage workers in a lo- 


the greatest discounts in exchange for 
~ the patronage of the group. 
Win, Reduced Prices 


Very successfully. There are a score or 
‘More merchants in Roswell, Portales, 
Elida, Hagerman, Dexter and other Pe- | 
; _ £08 Valley towns who are now selling the | 
~  ‘Mecessaries of life to the Progress Build- | 
: ers at discounts ranging from 5 to 20 | 


gasoline and other necessities. “The | 


Union” here, as the local group is called, 


barber shop in Roswell. The writer has | 
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Steals Se 
g. 
By Louis Stanley 

Sipe thin, serious-looking» foreman of 

the jury pronounced the long-awaited 
Greco-Carillo verdict. The tense hearers 
snatched up every word, impatiently 
waiting for the next. 

“We find the defendants not 

guilty.” 

The rickety case that the Fascisti in 
the United States, with the aid of the 
New York police had desperately con- 
structed to vindicate Mussolini, crum- 
bled to the ground. The vigilance of the 
radicals and liberals who, learning their 
lesson from the Sacco-Vanzetti tragedy, 
‘nad organized the defense, was amply 
repaid. The forces of reaction could but 
be met with immediate and unstinted 
resistance. The Greco-Carillo Defense 
Committee, organized by Norman Thomas 
and headed by Robert Moses Lovett, at 
70 Fifth avenue, New York, is joyfully 
but unfortunately still in debt. 

Calogero Greco and Donato Carillo 
had been in jail for five months await- 
ing trial. As vociferous anti-Fascisti, they 
had been singled out by the Fascisti 
League of North America as living sacri- 
fices for the assassinated Fascisti, Joseph 
Carisi and Nicholas Amorroso. The lat- 
ter had been mysteriously killed in the 
Bronx on May 30th last, as, clad in their 
black shirts, they were on their way to 
participate in a Memorial Day parade. 


Dictator Sought Rev ‘nge 

For a while it had seemed as if there 
were going to be no arrests, but the 
prestige of Mussolini here and in Italy, 
and the desire for revenge demanded “a 
tooth for a tooth and an eye for an eye.” 
A month and a half after the commis- 
sion of the crime, a score of anti-Fascisti | 
were rounded up. Greco and Carillo| 
were indicted. To the Fascisti it seemed | 
certain that their victims were headed | 


straight for the electric chair. 

The co-operation of the police was ad-| 
mirable and the accused were without | 
powerful friends. Had not the judicial | 
murder of Sacco and Vanzetti occurred 
in the meantime, the plot against Greco 
and Carillo would have been a huge 
success. However, the Massachusetts—or 
was it international?—affair had awak- 





ened slumbering liberals and radicals. 
They were alert to avoid a repetition of 
the Sacco-Vanzetti case, and when the 
fate of Greco and Carillo were called to 
their attention they rallied to the defense 
of the innocent. The liberation of the 
two anti-Fascisti became a pledge to the 
memcry of Sacco and Vanzetti. The suc- 





Vigilance 


“TWO INNOCENT MEN WILL LIVE 
| on the Part of Progressive Forces 
Free Greco and Carillo, Anti-Fascists 


2 4 





pains to assure the jury that they should 
discount everything he had said in that 
connection. At last, Henderson wound 
up, striking a most noble note. He was 





cessful mobilization of the defense’s 
ranks is the significant thing about the 
Greco-Carillo case. To be perpetually on 
guard, to be instantaneous in action is 
the moral of the tale ending thus happily. 


Hays Opens Defense 

The summing up by the defense be- 
gan Thursday morning, December 22, 
1927. Arthur Garfield Hays held forth 
first. It was the burden of his talk that 
Greco,and Carillo had been framed up 
by the Fascisti Lesgue of North America 
in conjunction with the police. He point- 
ed out that tne prosecution had not dared 
to call to the witness stand Count Di 
Revel, head ow the League; Carlo Vinti, 
his secretary, whom Caldora, a witness 
for the defense, had accused of trying 
to bribe him; and Detective Caso, all of 
whom could explode the defense theory 
of a plot, if the charge were unfounded. 
Referring to Vinti in particular, he asked 
with more than rhetoric ardor whether 
any honest man would not seek the oppor- 
tunity to refute accusations of bribery 
leveled at him if they were untrue. Hays 
made it clear that he was not raising 
the spectre of a plot merely for effect. 
He requested the jury to pass a resolu- 
tion requesting the investigation of “this 
Fascisti frame-up.” At this point, Judge 
Albert Cohen intervened. He asked coun- 
| sel to confine himself to summation but 
) counsel insisted gently“upon his and the 
| jury’s rights. 

There was a brief recess. The report- 
ers and inquisitive lawyers who crowded 
the small courtroom showed signs of ex- 
pectancy. When all was silent again, the 
broad shoulders of Clarence Darrow 
heaved into view. The jury leaned for- 
ward. 


It was lunch hour when Darrow began, 
but nobody paid any attention to that. 
For two and a half hours he wove his 
charm over the audience. Even District 
Attorney Henderson was soothed, emerg- 
ing now and then from his enchantment 
only to growl. Judge Cohen forewent his 
custom of preparing his charge to the 
jury during summation of counsel in 
order to observe how Darrow performed. 

Darrow Hits Death Penalty 

The master lawyer had not practiced 
law tor fifty years without developing a 
consummate technique. Still one felt that 





his strength lay not so much in his in- 
tellect and experience, but in his hu- 
maneness. His love of human beings, 
his sanctification of life caressed every 
word he uttered. Kindliness played over 
his face, directed his every gesture. Not 
once during the trial was he provoked 
into abandoning his composure. His 
calm was inward. 

Speaking in a conversational tone, he 
addressed the jury. Seldom was his voice 
raised at all. . 

“You have the life or death of two 
men in your hands,” he said, “which 
in my opinion is a_ responsibility 
greater than any jury should have.” 
He did not conceal his disdain for 

capital punishment. Again and again 
he made this clear, but never sentiment- 
ally. Neither did he become saccharine 
about the eighty-year-old mother of 
Greco or the wife and kiddies of Carillo. 
He sought no sobs. The jurors were 
simply lifted above the formalism of the 
law, softened in the harshness with 
which they had steeled themselves to do 
their duty, and reminded of their kin- 
manship with humanity. 

Darrow did not spare Mussolini and 
the Fascist dictatorship. 

“The name Mussolini is only an- 
other name for despotism. Fascism 
was born in tyranny, and lives in 
bloodshed and fear. ... I don’t like 
bloodshed. I don’t even like war, but 
I fear poor Italy has only had its 
first baptism of fire, that there is 
more ahead of her than there is be- 
hind her.” 

Darrow is not the kind of a lawyer 
who grows so cocksure of his case that 
his methods become slip-shod. 

“Juries are peculiar,” he will confide 
to you. “One may never rely on them.” 
Fascist Witness Attached 
He, theretore, takes every possible pre- 
caution to protect his client and in this 
case he did so with his usual scrupulous 
care. He analyzed the case of the prose- 
cution. He scorched it with ridicule. At 
the bottom the State depended upon the 
witness, Rocco, who was also secretary 
of the Brenx branch of the Fascisti 
League of North America. The weak 
identification of the witness aroused Dar- 

row’s scorn. 


“It’s the foolishest, craziest, silliest 





of evidence against those men.” 


the defense was foolproof. 


defense might not be entirely impartial. 
But Darrow’s very frankness strength- 


received from the evidence is what he 
tried to convey. There was nothing to the 


to that of the defense. 


After a belated intermission for lunch, 
Assistant District Attorney Ailbert H. 


he was thundering along in his charac- 
teristic manner. 


lawyer all the way from Chicago to bol- 
ster up the defense’s case, therefore, had 
no effect. For two hours Henderson 
boomed on, peppered with objections from 
the defense when he assumed unfair tac- 
tics. The candor of Darrow he dubbed 
an admission of guilt. 
“Dangerous to Society” 

The payment of Caldora’s weekly wages 
by the defense he called a bribe and 
sought by this means to cover up the 
bribery charges against the Fascisti 
League’s secretary. He even went so far 
as to assert in his heat that the acquit- 


gerous to, society and traitorous to the 
country. Darrow and Hays abruptly ob- 
jected and Judge Cohen for once admit- 
ted the impropriety of the Assistant Dis- 


trict Attorney’s remark. Henderson, 
somewhat sobered by now, apologized 
profusely. Again when the prosecutor 


asserted venemously that the defense had 
concealed a certain written statement, 
made by a witness, and Hays repeatedly 
offered to place the document in evidence, 
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By Politicus 


T IS in keeping with the myth of the 

“new” Tammany Hall that the Wig- 
wam on East Fourteenth street in New | 
York City is to be moved uptown to | 
more respectable quarters. It is ages 
terial that the first announcements that 
the new location would be in the vicin- 
ity of Fifty-ninth street turned out to} 
be premature. The new home will be in | 
Union Square, it seems, only slightly 








J So, no doubt, are the revelations concern- 
lity are organized, officials are elected ing milk adulteration, 
‘whose duty shall’ be to use the buying | supposed epidemics for the creation of 
“Power of the whole group as a lever | new medical offices, and favoritism in 
With which to obtain discounts on pur-/ granting bus franchises. 

“@hases from those dealers who will make | tion of the history of Tammany Hall | Tammany 


northward from the present Wigwam, 
but in a decidedly better neighborhood. | 





Most important of all, the associations | 
with the sinister history of the “old” | 
Tammany Hall will be obliterated. 


Heelers Grow Respectable 





she “Long Room,” adjoining Martling’s 
aavern at Nassau and Spruce streets. 
4aron Burr probably never stepped in- 
ide the Wigwam but he controlled the 


thousands of these foreigners were nat- 
uralized by pliant judges. These newly 
manufactured citizens, of course, voted a 
|straight Tammany ticket. Add to this 





was built upon the site of the Martling 
Tavern at Spruce and Nassau streets, 
where the old “Sun” building stands. 
Within half a century this also became 





identification ever made,” he confided, 
“and let me tell you, it’s the only breath 


Neither was the speaker so bold as to 
claim that every shred of testimony for 
On the con- 
trary, he suggested that Caldora might 
be a prejudiced witness and that indi- 
viduals who supported the alibis of the 


ened his cause. The total impression one 


prosecution’s case, there was a great deal 


Henderson commenced his summing up 
at four o’clock. At first his whisper was 
so low that he was inaudible, but soon 


He attempted to turn 
the renown of his chief adversary to his 
own advantage by modestly admitting the 
superior skill of Darrow. Unfortunately, 
this confession was taken at its face 
value. Insinuations about the hypnotic 
influence that Darrow wielded and the 
supreme necessity of bringing the great 


tal of Greco and Carillo would be dan- 


the District Attorney retracted and took 


® 


course, for the inevitable law and order. 
The charge of Judge Cohen to the 


ingly fair. His impartiality in the ex- 
pounding of the law left the defense in 
a strong position. Particularly reassur- 
ing was the clarity with which he ex- 
plained the doctrine of the presumption 
of inrocence of the accused until there 
was presented proof of guilt beyond rea- 
sonable, beyond a shadow of a doubt. 
The choice he permitted among four 
verdicts for each defendant, murder in 
the first and second degrees, manslaugh- 
ter in the second, and not guilty, allowed 
various interpretations of the crime, if 
not the play of compromise. Finally, 
the liberality with which he granted the 
requests of the defense to charge the 
jury with specified items augured well. 


3 Hours of Suspense 

Nevertheless, uneasiness developed 
when the jury had not returned within 
three and a half hours. The anxiety 
pervaded the corridor and the court- 
room on the floor below which had been 
turned into a waiting room. The re- 
porters unanimously voted for acquittal, 
while relatives and friends—and even 


anxious. When the jury filed back at 
3.30 P.M., the tension was only broken 
|for a moment. Some of the jurors want- 
'ed to have read the testimony of Rocco 
land flfano, a witness, who had failed 
{the prosecution. For four dreary hours 
| the reading went on between changing 
| of stenographers and sipping of water. 

| When the jury retired again, it was not 
{for long. They soon emerged with a 
unanimous vote for acquittal. The re- 
hearing of the testimony had convinced 
the one or two who had stood out for a 
verdict of guilty. 


Congratulations all around! 








This is a splendid victory over 
Fascism, ‘but the defense committee 
is responsible for considerable finan- 
cial obligations that must be paid. 
Without the work done by the com- 
mittee, perjury might have sent Gre- 
co and Carillo to the chair. Con- 
tributions should be sent to the Gre- 
co-Carillo Defense Committee, Room 
904, 70 Fifth avenue, New York City. 

—Editor. 








TAMMANY SEEKS A CHANGE OF FRONT 


Ambitious to Enter White House, 





| ing franchises or immunity from the 
| law. There is hardly a public utility in 
| the city today that can say it never 
played in this game of graft. Another 
|way of getting rich with ease was to 
lrob the city treasury but that was rather 
lcrude. As the years rolled by it became 
| clearer and clearer that the most harm- 
jless procedure was to obtain contracts 
|from the city at exorbitant bids. Mur- 


. i : ” 
destinies of the society for a generation. / the charities dispensed by Tammany and outmoded and the present site on East | phy refined the method by granting 
The first thing Burr did was to obtain a | leading politicians to the poor, as in time | Fourteenth street was secured. The funds \franchises to corporations and then hav- 


financial club which Tammany could of business depression or severe winter | of the society were insufficient for the,| ing his contracting company obtain the 


|looking charter from the State legisla- | way, Tammany suddenly sprouted wings, | $175,000 was subscribed at once. 


wield over the heads of its opponents..| weather, and we can further understand | construction of the new building. It was 
| Taking advantage of the public scare|the hold that Tammany Hall had upon |announced that a loan of 250,000 would ‘terminal is a monument to this form of 
about yellow fever, which had ravaged |the politics of New York. Finally, when-|be required. It is an index to the pros- 
| the city, Burr secured an_ innocent- lever a reform movement did get under |perity of the Tammany politicians that 


This 


So powerful has the legend become | ture incorporating the Manhattan Com-! adopted the leading demand of its oppo- | was in 1867. 
that the Tammany tiger has manicured| pany in 1799 to supply pure water to 


Hence, the basic form of organization | its claws, that the recent expose of graft | the 
in the sewer contracts in the Borough of | however, was a grant of banking powers. | candidates for its own ticket. 
Queens has seemed something detached | phys it happened that the present Bank | 
t It is ve (2 the Manhattan Company came into 
exceptional occurrence we are to believe. | existence. Business men now found that | 


teary adherence to Tammany gave them credit | 
capitalization of | at the bank. 


from the true Tammany Hall. 


An examina- | 


proves that we have but been treated | 
to a continuous performance of corrup- 
tion. Even removal from Fourteenth | 


The plan is apparently working out | Street will not purge the Wigwam of its incorporating the society as a charitable 


sins. 


Burr the First Boss 
Tammany has not missed many op-, 
portunities in its time. It is true that 
twelve days had elapsed after the in- 
auguration in New York City of Wash- 


per cent. Commodities covered include lington as first President of the United established in the form of various com- 
the whole range of groceries and Gry | states before the Society of St. Tam- mittees 


goods, furniture, hardware, shoes, fuel, | any was organized on May 12, 1789. |Hall proper. Actually the society dom- 
. , jinated the Hall. 


However, the time lost in starting has 
been amply made up since in concentra- 


has just signed up with a dentist and 4/ tq activity. The founder of Tammany |in political manipulation from the be- 
: was William Mooney, wlio was supposed \ginning. In its confidence it became bra- 
benefitted personally in many purchases | +, have deserted the American army dur-}zen in its corruption. Even the Tam- 


|proper objects of their charity.” At the 
jsame time a political counterpart was 


city. Tucked away in one clause, 


A Charitable Institution! | 
The preoccupation of the Society of St. | 


with political machinations 
made it necessary to separate the social 
from the political functions. In 1805, a 
charter was obtained from the legislature 


organization ‘for the purpose of afford- 
ing relief to the indigent and distressed 
members of said organization, their wid- 
ows and orphans and others who may be 


which constituted Tammany 


The Society of St. Tammany excelled 


jnents as its own and confused the re- 
|formers by drafting some of the opposing 


Abandons the “Pig Pen” 


to remove to more respectable quarters, 
so in 1811 it was forced to abandon the 
| “Long Room” which its enemies had 
;dubbed the “Pig Pen.” A new Wigwam | 


How did the Tammany leaders ac- 
quire their wealth? How did such 


in this century, and thousands of their 
disciples come to loll in luxury. The 
usual method was buying and selling leg- 
islators and judges for corporations seek- 











Boulder Dam—What Is It? 





All American 





Canal Problems 








By Chester Wright 

NE of the interesting phases of the 

Colorado River project is the All 
American Canal, as it is called. At pres- 
ent the Imperial Valley is irrigated by 
water taken from the Colorado River at 
a point just north of the international 
boundary, carried south through Mexico 
and brought back into the United States 
after traversing some thirty-five miles 


plied, 


and never can be much more than that 
amount, owing to the relative geograph- 
ical location of American-owned land and 
Mexican-owned land. 

There wil: undoubtedly be a contest 
for continuasce of Mexico’s right to half 
the water supplied through the new canal 
after completion of Boulder Canyon Dam, 
if and when it is built. If Mexico could 
retain her right to half the water sup- 
the Chandier group in Mexico 


: | comparatively 


here as a member of the organization. 
Merchants and professionals are glad | forces, 


_ large patronage. The union maintains |tocratic elements. The title “Tammany” 
} = And independent position as an organized | wa; gerived from Tamanend, the name as controller he was trustee. 
Wuyer. “It breaks off dealings with any | ¢ g nalf-legendary Indian 


| ‘tract or it becomes apparent that he is} ico and liberty-loving. “Saint” was 
| Sttempting to practice deception. The| prefixed to the name in mock imitation 
Power «1 the organization to throw its | of the Societies of St. George and St. 
as collective purchasing power in any given ‘andrew that had remained loyal 
 Girection at any time constitutes 4/ George II. The use of a native Indian |continued to honor them. 
= “weapon of considerable power in the bat-/ name, moreover, indicated the abhor- 
'«» the against high prices. rence by the Tammanyites of foreign- | gisclosure 
adh he Against monopoly, especially a local)... what a contrast to the later policy 
() Fetail monopoly, the union has another | o¢ catering to aliens! 
Weapon—the co-operative enterprise it-/5nq names of officers were Indian. There 
_ Self. The Progress Builder leaders be-| ore sachems and a Grand Sachem, All ships during the Revolution. 
=) Meve that between the power of their/tne presidents of the United Btates |. sue “she remainder of’ the 
“ee local uniors to transfer their trade from | through Jackson received the honorary + : 0 . . pe fe 
hy. , 3 : ammany remained true to form. It con- 
| me dealer to another and the final power | titie of Kitchi Okemaw or Great Grand leecited the wate. sow York Cle. te 
>) © establish co-operatives based upon /sachem. The election of “Al” Smith |, : Re ee oe 
+ , : bold use of strong-arm men, stuffing of 
» ‘rained and experienced organizations, |, the Presidency would afford a splen- pallet. omen, maitinle voting end treme 
" they have something that can show def- | qiq opportunity for the revival of the carter of ‘eanent a th : thon enna 
| iilte and provable effects in saving dol-| Kitchi Okemaw. The first Wigwam or Pe ANS. to bine wan : A snc 
lars and demonstrating the power of or- | meeting place was at Barden’s Tavern wr oe ie ro the A meh 
®anized collective action. They argue | on Broad street. a aging ey sey 
j}for Tammany candidates. When the im- 





self. 


that money had 
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ciety of St. Tammany were soon smoth- | second quarter of the century, Tammany 
ered by more practical considerations. In | Hall suddenly dropped its hostility to 






Bb: proche 


*country, became, the’ first “boss.” The | friendship. 
“igwam yrs © > following year t» thousands 
ae : ‘ 


Ae 


% 


4 , 





; 


ing the Revolution and joined the British ,many-controlled city government had to 
. It was Mooney’s idea that the / rid itself of high Tammany officials who 
/ fo render service at a lower price for the | middle and lower classes should unite | were caught red-handed. Benjamin Ro- 
Sake of gaining assured, organized and | to counteract the influences of the aris- | maine was removed in 1806 for robbing 
the city of valuable real estate for which 
Later the 
; chieftain, | superintendent of the almshouse, the su- 
) @ealer when the latter violates the con-|¥n5 was supposed to have been good, perintendent of public repairs and oth- | 


Neither was | 
Tammany Hall apparently injured by the 
vanished 
which it had obtained from the legisla- | 
The ceremonies | ture for a monument to the patriots who 
had perished abrood in the British prison 


century | 


The democratic propensities of the So- | migrant vote became important in the | 


of Mexican territory. 


nished by the canal. 











river and Imperial Valley, and so car- 


ers met the same fate. Among the fallen lried the canal by its present route. 
was William Mooney, the founder, him- 
None of these corruptionists suf- | 
tO | fered any loss of prestige. The Wigwam | 


Proponents of the All American Canal 

hold it essential to American interests 
| that the entire irrigation system be north 
,of the border and that is why the pro- 
;posed new canal is called All American. 
| Engineers now see no difficulty in the 
}once formidable sand hills and inspection 
{bears them out. 
Of course, nternational complications 
| will arise in this change of water rout- 
ing, if it is made. At this point some 
|interesting facts present themselves. 

Most of the irrigated land in Mexico is 
owned by Americans—a group headed by 
Harry Chandler, successor to Harrison 
|Gray Otis as owner of the labor-hating 
|Los Angeles Times, and successor also 
to the Otis labor-hating policies. 

The Chandler group now irrigates some 
| 185,000 acres in Mexico out of water ta- 
|ken from the present canal, under the 


} 


1797’ Aaron Burr, later a Vice-President |aliens, particularly Irish and Roman | provisions which gives Mexico half the 
} of the United States ind a traitor to his | Catholics, jand began to cultivate their |acre feet supplied by the entire canal. 

Just before election day, |Irrigated land in Mexico under Mexican 
nd at times literally tens of ‘ownership totals only about 35,000 acres ‘pear next week.) 








Under present treaty obligations, Mex- 
ico is entitled to one-half the water fur- 


When the canal was constructed engi- 
neers could not see how to overcome a 
range of sand hills lying between the |™any in Imperial Valley, but I could not 





would be enabled to bring under irriga- 
tion double their present amount of land 
and that group now owns the acreage |a@ 
which it would bring under irrigation. 

This international phase of the ques- 
tion is puzzling many persons, including 





|find any disposition to be unfair to Mex- 
ico in any redistribution of water rights 
under the All American Canal project. 
But the Americans do hold that their re- 
lation, in water redistribution, is more a 


Ww 





di 


fore, the struggle to cut physical ties 


work of construction. The Pennsylvania 
|“honest” graft. Inside tips as to city 
precneiigregpes of course, made many a 
| fortune in real estate. 

It is silly today to say that Tammany 
| thrives primarily on protection of vice, 
not excepting the virtues of prohibitidn. 


| ‘bosses” as Wood in the fifties and six- | At no time, indeed, was this the most 
| ties, Tweed in the seventies, Kelly in the important factor in its success. It is true 
Just as today Tammany feels impelled | eighties, Croker in the nineties, Murphy | that the criminal elements were useful 


}on election day to stem the reform wave 
lor even to contribute to campaign funds. 
|It is an undeniable fact that the white 
|slave traffic flourished with the conni- 
; vance of Tammany officials. Those were 
small things, however. 
More and more it became obvious that 
jan alliance with large corporations, that 
the obtaining of attractive contracts 
|from the city and that inside informa- 
| tion about future municipal developments 
; were the most profitable lines of en- 
deavor. There was no need to be en- 
tangled with sin. The Becker case a 
dozen years ago marked the end of the 
old era. Hence, the importance today of 
subway construction, new court houses 
and- school buildings, improved streets, 
bus franchises, and just plain sewers in | 
Queens. The “new” Tammany is only 
new in its methods of corruption. The | 
removal of the Wigwam uptown is but 
another historic bid for respectability. | 

With Governor “Al” Smith of New 
York as its prize exhibit, Tammany has 


White House. Hope of coming of age as | S¥!vania. 
fifty articles, 
inspiration in the crusade of the grown- |#d toys and candy for the children. 
up ward-heelers to create the myth of ; 12¢ boxes were beautiful to look at, each 
article done up carefully in gay Christ- 


national political factor has been the 


ith East Fourteenth street, the street 


of leg shows, con men, low dance hall 


ves and speakeasies. 


for the American government and, of 


jury the following morning was exceed- 


some Fascisti who stood aloof grew more 





New Leader 
Mail Bag 


Editor, The New Leader: 


The election returns are all in. 

To those of us who hold allegiance to 
the Socialist Party the results, in some 
respecte;re encouraging, in others they 
are not. Where the party nominates col- 
orful candidates who campaign vigor- 
ously, who speak to citizens in language 
and on questions which they can under- 
stand, our candidates are elected or our 
vote is increased. ’ 

Some question has been raised as to 
the increase in the Socialist vote in New 
York City. The Socialist aldermanic 
vote went up 4,000 over last year’s, and 
7,000 over that of two years ago; the 
total aldermanic vote this year being 
52,987. This is encouraging unless we 
consider that if we maintain the ratio, 
next year our vote will only equal that 
of 1922, when Edward Cassidy, running 
for Governor, polled 57,218 votes. 

Norman Thomas, in discussing the les- 
sons of the past election, advocates an 
all-year-around campaign, organization, 
the choosing of districts where we have 
the best chances of building up the or- 
ganization, of candidates who will agree 
to run in those districts’ next year, and 
who will begin to work without delay. 

This is an excellent program as far 
as it goes, but I am afraid it does not 
go far enough. Who of us does not re- 
call the cry which followed every elec- 
tion during the past ten years when our 
expectations were not fulfilled? It was: 
“We must build up the organization; we 
must get more members into the party.” 
But for some reason or other, the en- 
rolled voters did not respond. 

It should be evident to all Socialists 
who will look the situation straight in 
the face that our Party machinery 
creaks pretty badly, and that it is due 
for an overhauling. It is time to exam- 
ine the functioning of our Socialist Par- 
ty branches; time to find out whether 
our message gets across to the public; 
time to look into the question of leader- 
ship. 

This is asking a lot, I know, especially 
because of two types to be found among 
party members. One is the cynic and 
the other is the loyalist. The cynic can 
see no good at all in the Socialist Party. 
Why he remains in it is a mystery. To 
him every action proposed is found to 
fail, and all prominent Socialists are in- 
sincere and only out for themselves. Now 
loyalty is a beautiful thing except when 
it becomes perverted. The loyalist is the 
opposite of the cynic. He is a great opti- 
mist, but most of the time his optimisms 
has no foundation in reality. The Party 
and its representatives are always right, 
says he. The slightest criticism of a 
Party position or of a Party spokesman 
makes him hot under the collar. Re is 
always ready to defend, but not to think; 
and he confuses loyalty to Socialism with 
loyalty to individuals. Of the two types 
IT am not sure which is the worse. 

A word on the practice indulged in by 
The New Leader of making overenthusi- 
astic election predictions. 

It is clear that ‘we are “all wet” on 
election predictions. Only fools would be 
expected to take them seriously before 
election and promptly to forget them 
after election. And if we consider our 
adherents fools, wnat a reflection upon 
us! On the other hand, if we regard 
them as children, psychologists will tell 
us that we are wrong there. They all 
warn parents never to make promises 
which they do not or cannot fulfill, be- 
cause children do not forget, and even 
when they forgive, respect is lost which 
it is difficult if not impossible to win 
back. 

No doubt. many Socialist campaign 
workers believe that “optimistic” predit- 
tions are a method of arousing enthusi- 
asm, but it should be evident by now 
that this is a wrong method. The end 
does not justify the means. How to 
arouse enthusiasm, how to work for So- 
cialism all the year around, and how to 
bring all our courage, intelligence and 
resourcefulness to bear upon this prok- 
lem should be the concern of every on? 
who has the best interests of the Socialist 
Party at heart. 





Leonard Bright. 





Dec. 23, 1927. 
Editor, the New Leader: 

Within this Christmas card, wishing 
you and your staff a Christmas happy 





fin work for the cause of Socialism, I en- 


close a check for ten dollars. Please use 
this little Christmas gift in any way that 
may be of service to The New Leader. 

I have taken notice of the appeals in 
The New Leader for the coal miners, A 
week ago Friday, I got off eleven boxes 


been throwing covetous glances at the |!" care of James Mark, Clearfield, Penn- 


The eleven boxes contained 
including warm clothing 


a “New Tammany.” Tammany is trying | 
to shed its reputation, which is anathema |™&@S paper, and every article in good 
to the millions of decent voters.. There- | Condition. So, please, put that to the 


credit of The New Leader as well as to 
Comrade Maurer’s credit. 


Jeannette Marks. 


| South Hadley, Mass. 





relation between two groups of Ameri- | 





cans, one in the United States and one 
outside the United States, where it es- 
| capes American taxation and American | 
wage scales, than it is a relation, or a| 
discussion between two nations. | 
| It is said that most of the develop- | 
ment of the Chandler land in Mexico | 

| has been with coolie labor at miser- 
| able wages, benefitting neither Mex- 
| ico nor the United States and tend- 
ing to degrade the living standards | 
of labor in both countries. 
It is reported that the Chandler group | 
would support the Boulder Canyon proj- | 
ect if the All American Canal feature | 
were eliminated, just as the power in- | 
| 





terests would support it, as they have 
announced they would, if the power fea- 
ture were abandoned. 








(Another article in this series will ap- 
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EUGENE V.DEBS BIRTHPLACE 








The birthplace of Eugene V. Debs as pictured in the American 


Appeal has now been prepared in pic 


The pictures are 914x11 in., suitable for framing and the postcard pic- 


ture is on the very best of material. 


The pictures sell at 25 cents, single copy, one dozen $2.00 and one 
The postcards sell at 30 cents per dozen, or one hun- 


hundred $15.00. 
dred for $2.00. 


We hope our comrades and friends everywhere will take acvan- 


tage of this offer. Secure a picture 
write to your friends. Organizations 
them in quantities. 


Send all orders to the 


NATIONAL OFFICE SO€IALIST , PARTY 
2653 WASHINGTON BLVD., 
= 9 OE TTS 








ture form and also on postcards. 


for your home and postcards to 
should make it a point to order 


GO, ILL. 
Se Sa eae 
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" Saturday, December 31, 1927 
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OUR OWN SHORT 
STORY COURSE 














An Outline — By James Oneal 


American History for Workers 








PROSPERITY 
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E are thinking of conducting a course in short- 
story writing during the coming year. 


This 


seems to be quite a lucrative profession, judging from 
the number of such courses that are given in the ex- 


tension department of Columbia University. 





If Columbia is to be taken for an example, the 
horrid thought arises that all across the country as- 
piring young men and women are busily engaged in 
contriviing plots, developing situations, and delineat- 
ing character for the benefit of future readers of the 
Saturday Evening Post, the Red Book, and the all- 


fiction magazines. 


Among the names of those who 


conduct these courses we have not yet discovered any 
whose short stories. we have ever read. So, as none 
of ours has ever been printed, we consider ourselves 


well qualified as a short-story conductor. 


We were 


always weak on contriving plots, and particularly on 


the love scenes. 


Once we collaborated on a novel, 


only to have it returned with instructions to mix in 
a little love with our politics, and although the thing 
was finally published, the result was a bit grotesque, 
as we had to have a member of the Committee of 
Forty-Eight making passionate love to a young club- 


woman of upper Montclair. 





In the course of our business, however, we have had 
to read enough lousy popular magazines to have at 
least a nodding. acquaintance with the sort of stuff 
they will not take, and for the benefit of our younger 
readers we hereby offer a list of dont’s for short story 


writers. 


Don’t under any circumstance have as your hero 
anyone with an income less than fifteen thousand per, 
unless he is to be the foreman of the factory who cour- 
ageously breaks the strike and wins the hand of the 


boss’ beautiful daughter. 


Exceptions to this are hero- 


ic cops, who single-handed stand off great bands of 
gunmen; young and good-looking scabs who prevent 
the wicked union men from blowing up the railroad; 
and picturesque ice-wagon drivers who work their way 
through college and finally make the most exclusive 
fraternity. At one time there was a vogue for poets 


and painters having tough times in Garrets. 


But lat- 


ter-day editors, after looking over their bills for il- 
lustrations and what is known as “commercial art” 
have grown leery of these, and they are definitely out. 
English editors still have a’ penchant for the young ro- 
mantic type who pulls some hot stuff in the gardens 
of great country estates, and talk pure Algernon Swin- 
burne to dumb but admiring female nobility. How- 
ever, it is safer to stick to the ad-man who has just 
landed a million-dollar account, the salesman who, 
struggling against desperate odds, closes an obstin- 
ate prospect, and the illiterate but fascinating cow- 
puncher who shoots his way to fortune in the wilds of 


Senator Borah’s home state. 


Don’t forget to be entirely sophisticated in your 


presentation. 


The.happy medium is to hit somewhere 


between H. L. Mencken and Katherine Fullerton Ger- 
ould. Don’t forget to be gay, glittering, and what is 


vaguely called insouciant. 


The best place to begin your story is in a New 
York night club, because most of your readers have 
never had enough jack to last ten minutes at Tex 
Guinan’s, and consider it far cheaper to read about 
these places than to pay cover charges in them. A 
goed way to start off is something like this: ‘Under 
the wail of the saxaphones, the Congo-like thrum- 
ming of the drums and the hubbub that arose from 
every corner of the smoke-hung ballroom of the Club 
Libido there came the slow drawling voice of Phyllida 
Vanderpoel as she commented on the passing scene 


to young Jack Bucyrus, Harvard, 


’25, whose crisp 


golden locks flashed first across the finish line in that 
memorable mile race against Yale’s mightiest which 


rocked the stadium in the Spring of 1923. 


“Throughout ail New York, Phyllida was noted for 


her devastating wit. 
what a bunch of hams! 


. 








‘My God,’ she was murmuring, 
Let’s look in the current is- 
sue of the New Yorker and find another club.’” 


You then trace their progress through one round of 
gaiety after another,,with Phyllida all the while mak- 
ing devastating comments, until they are pretty well 
illuminated and it looks as though something were 


going to happen. 


At this point, however, they meet 


up with the old and very cynical Edmund De Wingle- 


foot, N. Y. U. Extension, 1918. 


Edmund had seen so 


much of life ever since that day when his shining 
black locks crossed last over the finish line,:in the 
memorable race with CCNY’s mightiest that rocked 
the Lewison Stadium in the fall of 1917 that he 
pitied these glittering youngsters and handed them out 


a lot of free advice. 


Stirred by Edmund’s words, they 


took a taxicab to Yonkers, and were married in Getty 


Square by Magistrate Higginbotham. 


This doesn’t sound like much of a story and it isn’t. 
But it will get by all right if you do the night club 


scenes neatly enough. 


Under no circumstances go to 


a night club for the preparation of your material. You 


will probably have the disillusioning experience of 
seeing three couples from Perth Amboy hopping dole- 
fully around the floor, racked by thoughts of the com- 
ing checks, what time the orchestra drops its instru- 
ments and loudly applauds as the radio announcer 
says, ‘““There’s a big gang up here tonight and every- 


body’s having the .time of their life. 


You have just 


heard the Jim-Jams play ‘I got a baby doll says Pop- 


per, every time she wants to eat.’ 
lear te applause.” 


Now I'll let you 


The next thing is to think up a trick title for the 
story, something like “Desire Under the L,” or “Sex, 


Sawaphones, and Sunrise in Getty Square.” 


are, boys and girls. Fly to it. 


There you 
Type your manuscripts 


neatly on one side of the paper only, and return them 


to teacher first thing Monday morning. 
—McAlister Coleman. 





A Protest 


Away with the hate of the idle rich 
Ana the fear of the ruling few! 
The world is ours to make or mar— 


The world is ours to do. 





‘a 





Conflicting Philosophies 
ARTY ALIGNMENTS. Before pass- 
ing to the post-war period we will 
consider conflicting philosophies based on 
two antagonistic social systems. The 
| Jacksonian Party North and South had 
| become a militant party of slavery. In 
the North the Whig Party, formerly 
composed of irreconcilable elements, be- 
came the party of capitalist enterprise, 
aristocracy and conservatism. In the 
South it came under the control of the 
wealthiest planters. “The Whig plant- 
Ling aristocracy was a natural and exclu- 
sive one,” says Cole. “Its members 
formed a broadcloth and silk stocking 
party embracing a large part of the 
wealth, intelligence, and blue blood of 
the South.” 
Northern allies of the planting system 
were found in bankers who loaned 
| money to slave owners; textile manufac- 
turers interested in cheap slave cotton; 
northern merchants engaged in the slave 
trade; those northern corporations that 
owned plantations and slaves; northern- 
ers who married into the families of 
planters; northern merchants and manu- 
facturers selling or producing articles 
purchased by the South, and politicians 
interested only in office and power. As 
the two sections drifted apart, anti-slav- 
ery factions appeared in the northern 
wings of the two parties while in the 
Northwest, the section farthest removed 
from slavery and dominated by small 
farmers who disliked the planter mag- 
nates, anti-slavery sentiment developed 
rapidly. 

THE SLAVE TRADE. Since the Pro- 
hibitory Act of 1807 slaves had been 
smuggled into the South while Virginia 
and Maryland for many years had bred 
slaves for sale to the lower South. North- 
ern merchants invested in the traffic, 
especially in New York City, while 
planter representatives and officials in 
Washington helped to nullify legisla- 
tion prohibiting the slave trade. In the 
ten years before the Civil War the illicit 
traffic had become so brisk that it ‘may 
almost be termed a reopening of the 
slave trade”. Despite this commerce, 
the price of slaves rose from about $325 
in 1840 to $360 in 1850, and thereafter 
to $500, $1,000 and even $1,500. Much 
|of the capital of the planters became 
tied up in slaves. Moreover, soil exhaus- 
| tion required ever more land. The rich 
| soil of Texas had been occupied by the 
| expanding cotton kingdom and by 1860 
| its limits had been fixed. The southern 
| social order had to expand or collapse. 
Hence the war for the possession of Kan- 
; Sas and raids on Central America. 


| SOUTHERN INDUSTRY. Southern 
| economic life was not favorable to the 
| developenent of a permanent mercantile 
| class. A large majority of the merchants 
| and commercial men were either north- 
| erners or naturalized citizens, men who 
| did not regard the South as their per- 
|manent home. The ruling planting class 
| was tossed between two fears; one, that 
|}@ strong business class might declare 
| against slavery; the other, that the poor 
| whites would be influenced by a business 
! class. Yet the planters desired to free 
| themselves of dependence on northern 
merchants and capitalists for commodi- 
ties. Confined largely to agriculture and 
| one crop, the South lacked the diversified 
| industry of the North. An Alabama 
| hewspaper in 1861 thus portrayed south- 
|} ern economic dependence: 
“At present, the North fattens and 
} grows rich upon the South. We depend 
| upon it for our entire supplies. We pur- 
|chase all our luxuries and necessaries 
\from the North. * * * With us, every 
branch and pursuit in life, every trade, 
profession, and occupation, is dependent 
| upon the North: for instance, the North- 
erners abuse and denounce slavery and 
| Slave holders, yet our slaves are clothed 
with northern manufactured goods, have 
;}northern hats and shoes, work with 
northern hoes, ploughs, and other imple- 
|ments, are chastised with a northern- 
‘made instrument, are working for 
northern more than southern profit. The 
| Slave holder dresses in northern goods, 
| rides in a northern saddle * * * sports 
| his northern carriage, patronizes northern 
}mewspapers, drinks northern liquors, 
reads northern books, spends his 'noney 
at northern watering places. * * The 
| #ggressive acts upon his rights and his 
| property arouse his resentment—-and on 
| northern-made paper, with a northern 
} pen, with northern ink, he resolves and 
re-resolves in regard to his righ’s! Ir 
northern vessels his products are carried 
to marke*, his cotton is ginned with 
northern gins, his sugar is crushed and 
| preserved by northern machinery: his 
| rivers are navigated by northern steam- 
——_ his mails are carried in northern 
stages, his Negroes are fed with northern 








| bacon, beef, flour, and corn; his land is 


| cleared with a northern axe, and a Yan- 
kee clock sits upon his mantelpiece; his 
floor is swePt by a northern broom, and 





EVERYBODY 


Claims to be rational. But most 
people never like anything that is 
really rational. They fuss up and 
complicate life so as to appear sci- 
entific. 


Get a free sample copy of an old 
issue of Rational Living, Box 2, 
Station M, New York City (B. 
Liber, M. D., Dr. P. H., Editor) or 
send 25c. for the current issue or 
subscribe (6 months reduced trial 
sub. $1) and see if you like our 


wife dresses herself in a northern look- 
ing glass * * * his son is educated at a 
northern college, his daughter receives 
the finishing polish at a northern semi- 
nary; his doctor graduates at a northern 
medical college, his schools are supplied 
with northern teachers, and he is fur- 
nished with northern inventions and no- 
tions.” 

A number of southern commercial con- 
ventions were held from 1852 to 1859 


to consider plans for building southern 


banking, but their chief results were 
long and impotent addresses. 


WHITE WORKERS. A few thousand 
whites and slaves were employed in a 
few factories in the South. In the cit- 
ies and towns mechanics, carpenters, 
masons, etc., worked at their trades 
among whom “a class consciousness was 
developing. * * * It manifested itself in 
a movement to drive the slaves from the 
cities and from mechanical employments, 
and restrict them to agriculture”. Rob- 
ert C. Tharin of Alabama, on the eve of 
the Civil War, tried to organize the poor 


Tharin said that his dislike for the 
planters “arose from their contemptible 
meanness, their utter disregard of de- 
cency, their supercilious arrogance, and 
their daily usurpations of power and 
privileges at variance with my right and 
the rights of my class”. Hinton Rowan 
Helper was also driven from the South 
for his authorship of a book urging the 
poor whites to overthrow the planter aris- 
tocracy. 

Two other types of poor whites were 
the ragged, illiterate, vagabonds of the 
lowlands, who eked out a miserable exist. 
ence at odd jobs, hunting, stealing, beg- 
ging, etc., and the small farmers and 
mountaineers in the poor lands of the 
hills. They owned no slaves and worked 
their own land. For decades they had 





= URS is the age of industry—the age 

of the machine. Everywhere the 
machine has laid its mark upon the life 
of man. It has molded manners, cus- 
toms, ideas, opinions; it has got into 
yur hearts and mnds and souls; it has 
reduced us to automatons.” 

With these words, Prof. N. Bryllion 
Fagin, in his carefully analytic book, 
“The Phenomenon of Sherwood Ander- 
son: A Study in American Life and Let- 
ers” explains Anderson’s revolt against 
the stupidity and futility of modern ca- 
pitalism. 

Sherwood Anderson is, unique in Am- 
erican literature. He follows 
He ig misundertood by the average pro- 


the trouble to analyze the import of 
Anderson's efforts, and because Anderson 


mic and political radicalism. 


conscious. 


gin “reflects the growing class-conscious- 
ness among the American Workers.” 


shouts at them contemptuously, “Listen 
to the voice of McGregor. I hate you 
. .becauge you are weak and disor- 
ganized like cattle .... If they have 
made you work like rats buried in ¢ 
hole, they are right .... Get up and 
fight!” 

Another passage from Fagin: “And 
here was Chicago, lying sprawling and 
ineffective ....a tawdry, disorderly dwel- 
ling for millions of men..... built not 
for the making of men, but for the mak- 
ing of millions by a few odd meat pack- 
}ers and dry goods merchants.” 

Fagin combines rare scholarship with 
a deep psychologic insight and goes to 
no end of pains to get the correct focus 
on the writer he is explaining. Fagin 
himself is thoroughly class-conscious and 
is ever mindful of the necessity of 2@ 
basic change in our economic system 
There is nothing of the “pussyfooting” o1 
bourgeois either in Fagin or in the au- 
thor he interprets. Yet the class-con 
scious worker is aware of other con 
flicts than those of a purely economir 
nature as the following passage from Fa 
gin’s book shows: 

“Throughout the work of Sherwooc 
Anderson we find this intensification 
this going into oneself, this burrowins 
into hidden recesses of personality Ir 
all of it there is an apparent hnuger, al- 
most an ache, to get beneath the me 
chanical details of outward behavior int« 
the natural, untrammeled life of thr 
soul. It is one way of protest agains 
mechanization, the reductio ad absurdun 
of our industrialization. Combined witr 
this protest is doubtless the ever-surg- 
ing impulse of the artist, and the aci- 
entist as well, to explore the meaning o‘ 
phenomena It is responsible for Ten- 





work. nyson's Flower in the Crannied Wall, anc 


Shall we who are a million men 
Cry out against a score? 

Shall we, who take all we can gain, 
Blame him who takes the more? 


Health simplified. No school, no 
cult, the good from all schools. 


for Whitman’s “A Child said, ‘What i: 
the grass?’” 
Gravitation and Einstein’s Theory.” 


and for Newton’s Law o/ 


Let us remember in our scorn, 


Of this sad truth be sure: 
The selfish heart of the rich man trades 
On the selfish heart of the poor! 
No bleme to us; no blame to him; 


No time to tey no scorn; 
But need to waz fof the blessed day 
That seq >> h world born. 


it : vais 


—Charlotte P. Gilman. 


Exposing healing quackery wher- 
ever found. Edited by a practicing 
physician experienced in health ed- 
ucation. Health from the workers’ 
standpoint. 


Sensible Socialists do not belittle sci- 
ence whether it be physical or social, an¢ 
tired workers, even class-conscious ones 
| find time to contemplate the mystery anc 
fascination of life occasionally. In calling 
| attention to these things, Anderson em- 
| phasizes a point of view shat is not con- 
| tradictory to the progress of the pro- 
letarian movement, but is complementary 


A Radical Magazine For 
Workers 


whites and was driven from the State. | 


nobody. | 


letarian because the latter has not taken | 


does not use the trite phrases of econo-| 
But An-| 
derson is radical, is fundamental, ig class | 


“Men of Coal Creek,” Beaut McGregor | facts themselves. 


| through unfair apportionment of repre- 
sentation in the legislatures. Thousands 
of these upland whites refused to fight 
for the planters in the Civil War. 


CLASS RULE. The planter class ruled 


| southern society. With no strong middle | 


class to challenge the rule of a wealthy 


| minority and a white working class kept | 


‘in ignorance and steeped in color pre- 


industry, commerce, transportation and | judice, the planters and their lawyers 


; maintained a monopoly of politics and 


| 


public offices; they shaped the current 


opinions in literature, religion and jour- | 


nalism, they ruled the churches, deter- 
mined the moral code, the canons of good 
breeding, culture and social eminence. 
It was an oligarchy of a select minority 


the social order, this class sought to 
| make it a pattern for the nation and for 
‘the whole world. 


THE PLANTER PHILOSOPHY. De- 
spite the grave internal contradictions of 
the planter system, the ruling class be- 
lieved it had solved the social question 
which had vexed philosophers since the 
days of Plato and Aristotle. Thirty years 
before the war Thomas Roderick Dew, 
who had been educated abroad, presented 
the new philosophy. “The great object 
of government is the protection of prop- 
erty,” he wrote. “The relations which 
the different classes of society bear to- 
wards each other, the distinction be- 
tween high and low, noble and plebean, 
in fact, depend almost exclusively upon 
the state of property. It may with truth 


be affirmed that the exclusive owners of | 


property ever have been, ever will, and 
perhaps ever ought to be, the virtual 
rulers of mankind.” Hamilton, Madison, 
the elder Adams and most of the other 
“fathers” .of the Constitution believed 


this as did later statesmen and politicians ‘ 





On Sherwood Anderson } conscious workers are not only rebels, but | 
Fagin | the use of organized power in buying will 


they are human beings as well. 


has done a careful piece of work. 


Henry Flury. 





Sacco-Vanzeltti 


Case Summarized | 








Much has been written on the Sacco- | 


Vanzetti case; but a complete, concise 
summary has been lacking. It has been 
provided at last by the Sacco-Vanzetti 
National League in an admirable pamph- 
let written by William Floyd, editor of 
the stimulating “Arbitrator”. Its title 
is “There I® Justice’; and the facts it 
presents calmly, dispassionately, with un- 


impeachable logic constitute the most 
convificing indictment of the entire 
prosecution, Judge Thayer, Governor 


mittee. 


| conservative. There is not one word of 

propaganda to weaken the force of the 
Here is the ideal 
| pamphlet to hand to friends who still 


| Welieve Sacco and Vanzetti were given 


| 
| 


a just trial. The price is ten cents and 
copies may be obtained from the Satco- 
Vanzetti National League, Room 411, 70 
Fifth Avenue, New York, or “The Arbi- 
trator’, 114 East 3lst Street, New York. 


—Ralph Cheyney. 





Tossing the Eagle 





Thurlow Weed for at least a half- 
century was one of the most crafty 
political leaders in New York State, 
first as anti-Mason, then Whig, and 
finally He was editor 
of the Albany Evening Journal. The 
rival party organ was the Albany 
Argus. Both organs fought each 


other but they followed a practice 
that was suggestive. 


Republican. 


The two organs owned in common 
a large wood cut representing an 
eagle. When the Whigs won the 
eagle was displayed at the head of 
the Journal. When the Democrats 
won, the eagle was displayed by the 
Argus. The exchange always took 
place the day following election if 
the “ins” went out and the “outs” 
went in. 

The two editors enjoyed the game 
and the only result for the masses 
was the tossing of the eagle from 
one party paper to another. Get 
wise! 





——— 
$1.00 Dues 

REBEL POETS Write Ralph Cheyney 
c/o “New Leader” 


is covered by a northern carpet; and his , disliked the planter aristocrats because | like Webster and Chancellor Kent. 
|of their monopoly of political power | 


resting on slaves and land. Supreme in | 


Fuller, and above all, the Lowell Com-/ finally read it, like it and will become 


We fail to see how any Amcrican can | 
read these twenty-one fact-packed pages | Every member pays for the paper when | 
“Marching Men”, dedicated “To, Am- without burning shame and inflaming in- 
erican Working Men” according to Fa-| dignation even though he be a deep-dyed 


Chancellor Harper hastened to offer 
his contribution. “Servitude is the con- 
| dition of civilization,” he declared, in- 
cluding the “free laborers” of the North 
and in Europe. George Fitzhugh con- 
tributed two books expounding this so- 
' ciology of class rule. “Capital commands 
labor, as the master does the slave. * * * 
You (the capitalist), with the command 
| over labor which your capital gives you, 

are a slave owner—a master, without the 
obligations of a master.” John C. Cal- 
houn in the Senate agreed. Southern 
| politicians, journalists, the clergy, liter- 
ary men, and educators formulated this 
policy into politics, religion, ethics, eco- 
nomics, history, law, and religion. The 
British traveller, Charles Mackay, in 1857, 
observed that it was the “social religion 
|of the South”, that perpetual servitude 
was intended for white and black work- 
ers alike. 

The advocates of universal servitude 
warned northern capitalism of the power 
of trade unions and against the Socialist 
and radical agitation of Brisbane, Brown- 
son, Andrews and Greeley. There was 
an occasional hint of an alliance be- 
tween the ruling classes of the North 
j and South to bind the workers to the 
soil and to industry. Cabell, a Florida 
Whig member of Congress, warned the 
North that “The conservatism of slav- 
ery may be necessary to save you from 
the thousand destructive isms infecting 
the social organization of your section.” 
Other southerners denounced the merci- 
feo exploitation of men, women, and 

children in northern industries and as- 
serted the danger of an enlightened 
working class organizing to obtain po- 
litical power. Professor Dodd declared 
that every southern newspaper he had 
consulted accepted the philosophy of uni- 
versal servitude for the working class. 


(To be Continued Next Week) 








| 
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| With The 
'Farmers 


| 
(Continued from Page One) 


}ing the responsibilities of business man- 
j}agement. They can obtain the moe | 
|ence productive of knowledge and morale | 
| in co-operation before venturing into the | 
|management of co-operatives. Success in 


|lead to the use of organized power in 
|selling. Success in both will naturaliy 
llead to real co-operatives with an edu- 
cated, live and fighting movement be- 
hind them—something we have never 
had in America to date. 





Organ is Socialist 


One of the Progress Builder’s leading 
| Officials told me the other day that the 
|real purpose of the movement was to 
confer pecuniary benefits that would be 
|so real that rather than forego them the | 
javerage farmer and wage-worker would | 
| willingly pay for the official organ of the 
|movement and let it come into his house, | 
jalthough it is decidedly Socialistic. “We | 
| are betting that rather than give up the | 
| dollars and protection we give them they | 


| will take the Progress Builder and will | 


increasingly radical,” is the way he put it. 
It seems to be working out ths way. | 


| he pays hs intiation fee. Thousands of } 
ifarmers and wage-workers who never 
read anything more radical than the Re- 
publican and Democratic newspapers, 
are now reading monthly about Social- | 
ism, the co-operative commonwealth, and 
the present struggle of the army of 
workers throughout the world. Growing 
appreciation of the paper is shown by 
an increasing flood of letters of praise. 
If the Progress Builders maintain their | 
present rate of growth they are undoubt- 
edly going to prove a great educative | 
force just where education is most | 
needed. 

There are two more important phases | 
of this movement—its protective and | 





| 








political phases—which we will explain | 
in our concluding article next week. 
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Home Study Course (75 cents) 
Adrress Box V 
The American Institute of Sacred Litera 
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Goop CHEER COMRADES! Want to buy, 
sell, or swap books, bronzes, old china, 
clocks, curios, etchings, lamps, paintings, | 
prints, oriental rugs? Bus, or stroll to Daca’s, | 
63 Washington Sq., So., N. ¥. C. Books al- | 
ways 20 to 80% off. Open eves. | 
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WAR RESISTERS LEAGUE, 
260 West lith Street, New York Citys. 
Unites men and women of all shades of re- 
ligious, social and political belief who have 


determined to give no support to any war.— 


Anna N. Davis, 


Acting Secretary. 
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‘ALWAYS knew there was something dicai 

wrong about our much advertised prosperity. 
read all the speeches of the late lamented Judge Gary — 
and the lamentable living Dr. Coolidge telling me all ~~ 
about my per capita wealth, income, savings and S0- 
cial surplus. . 

But wher I put my hand in my pocket, the per 
capita change wasn’t there and when I went to the 
bank to see about my social surplus, they weren’t even — 
sociable. 
and inquired about the capacity of per 
they all said that they were prosperous-#but 


they couldn’t find jobs and that while business was — 
better than usual, times were unusually hard, etc., and 
so on, as the poet says. 

Well, it’s no use consulting people on economic ten- 
dencies and business curves who carry their statistics ~ 
in their stomachs. They lack the necessary perspec- 
tive which enables scientists like Dr. Coolidge to dis- 
cern the prevalence of favorable factors in aggre- 
gated collectivities of co-operating indications that are 
all to the bad. : 

Unfortunately great minds do not always travel 
in the same rut. For now comes Irving Fisher, pro- 
fessor of economics at Yale, and says that Dr. Cool- 
idge’s prosperity is all bunk, as far as the American 
masses are concerned. 

Quoting statistical bureaus and government reports, 
he shows that the common people, that is, the people 
who do nothing but work, are having a hell of a 
time making both ends meet. He shows that the 
poorest class, meaning those who do the hardest and 
most disagreeable work, numbering 70,000,000 souls 
and twice as many hands, had an income in 1926 of 
less than $460 per person. Then by grouping the 
70,000,000 very poor Americans with 23,000,000 not | 
so poor Americans, making 93,000,000 average-poor 
Americans, he finds that their income in 1926 was 
$500 per person and annum. 

Now, I respectfully submit—respectfully, because. I 
have the deepest reverence for the high office which 
Dr. Coolidge inherited from the sainted Harding—that 
93,000,000 average poor are entirely too damned 
poor in a population of a 117,000,000 inhabiting the 
richest country on earth, and who, according to all 
reports, are also the most intelligent people on earth. 

However, as Dr. Wilson said, there are such things 
as psychological panics, caused by the absential per- 
usal of prosperitical factors of material substanti- 
ality. And if that be true, there are strong reasons 
to assume that our present prosperity, with its ac- 
companying lack of currency among the submerged, 
the near submerged and easily submergable, com- 
prising some 93,000,000 persons, coupled with an im- 
dicative surplus of hard cash in infrequential spots 
between long intervals—it may be that that also is 
a psychological phenomenon. c 

What I’m driving at is that fellows who are flush 
in their beans can see riches through the holes in 
their jeans. 





The Proper Jurors 


Passing through—or rather, over—the celebrated 
Seminole oil pool the other day, I marvelled how so 
much wealth could create such an ungodly amount 
of filth and stench. 

Wherever my eyes fell I saw greasy derricks, black- 
ened vegetation, polluted streams, tattered tents and 
dilapidated shacks. And the people scurrrying about 
this klondyke of klondykes looked every bit as 
“ornery” as their surroundings. 

Then directing my eyes from the raped landscape 
to the newspaper in my lap, I saw all this filth, wealth 
and stench transported to Washington, D. C., for there 
were the latest revelations of the Harry Sinclair and . 
Albert Fall oil swine-ry. 

Apropos of the Gruesome fizzle of trial by juries, 
as exemplified in the Doheny-Fall case and now in the 
Sinclair-Fall case, isn’t it about high time to ring 
cown the curtain on this farce comed7? 

A hundred million are in the dock, accused of steal- 
ing more millions. Twelve poor devils are chosen by 
selective draft to hear the testimony and render ver- 
dict. Their chief qualifications is that they never bad 
heard, smelled or read anything about the case, mean- 
ing that they are either liars or a parcel of beme- 
heads to start with. 

But a hundred million are to be tried. A hundred 
million have more eyes than ten thousand flies, longer 
ears than a herd of Missouri mules and a finer scent 
than all the bird dogs and coon hounds in the country. 

Private detectives are employed by the hundred 
million and what mortal being (outside of myself) is 
there who hasn't some skeleton in his closet? 

Juror Number One. Happily married, father of 
family, tenor singer in a church choir, left a little girl 
with a little boy in Texas in the long ago. 

Juror Number Two. Also married, loves the maid 
servant of his neighbor. 

Juror Number Three. A dignified bank cashier, 
backed the wrong horse and has been jugghng the 
books ever since. 

Juror Number Four. Is afflicted with a spouse who 
is pestering him for a car a block long—when he hasn’t 
paid for his Ford yet. 

Juror Number Five. Is troubled with a $300 note 
due tomorrow and is too busy occupied with calculat- 
ing how many $300 notes a hundred million would 
pay. 

But why go on? No need to scare, bluff, coerce 
or bribe 12 men in a jury box when one will be enough 
to hang 11 and even Christ had one Judas smong His 
hand-picked disciples 

The only safe way to select 12 men good and true 
when a hundred million are to be tried is to choose 
them from the life termers at the nearest penitentiary. 
The family skeletons of these gents are already ex- 
posed and aired. Their reputations are in no danger 
of being tainted. They at least can solemnly swear 
to never having read anything about rhe case without 
stamping themselves as mush-headed morons. 

And, best of all, since misery loves company and 
even the lowest of us have a hankering for good com- 
pany their predilections may be all in the drection 
of choosing a millionaire life companion. Anyway, 
something has to be done about $30 a week men trying 
these hundred million dollar men—elst our penal im 
Stitutions will soon degenerate into poor houses and 


workmen's homes. 
—Adam Coaldigger. 
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Self-Dependency 


Teach erring man to spurn the tage of gain; 
Teach him that states of native strength 
Though very poor, may still be very blessed; 
That trade’s proud empire hastes to swift d 

As ocean sweeps the labored mole away; 
While self-denendent power can time defy, 

As rocks resist’  , ws and the sky. 
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1e Week On Stage 


Christmas: Snowed Under 








“The Prisoner” at the Provincetown 
Playhouse tonight, has already attracted 
‘enough interest to sell out for six theatre 
parties. These will be held during the 
second and third week of the run by 
Socialist Party, the Civic Club, the Fel- 





lowship for Reconciliation, the Geba Fel- 





h T. Shipley 


h bi etiday purchasing means 
ming. of theatre-going; the 


Christmas not one new pla 


J Of some, a few brief notes: 
“Behold the Bridegroom,” at th 


M who’has spent her life in such 
} when true love comes to her, 


“L’Aiglon,” 


true. 
, are of lighter stuff. Fannie Hurst, 
» drama, 


to the glories of West 
“s osviegaiiiowd in “Restless hetmagen-t 


‘a daughter intriguing aghinst her mother 

ad ‘save her from a new romance—which 

* entangles the younger woman instead. 
_) At) the Lyceum, “Celebrity” gives a pic- 
__ tute of a champion boxer from an un- 
usual arid effective angle. At the Thea- 

) tre Masque, “Venus” combines the theme 
; t ‘sually associated with its name with an 
e 4 actual trip to the planet named after 
t 

; 

i 

' 





the goddess, Rachel Crothers revealing 
@ more fantastic aspect of her activity. 
“paradise,” at the 48th Street, is a pic- 
ture of the revolt of the small town gir) 
(determined to make good and show the 
family her true worth after all; the com- 
-plitations are elaborately amusing. 
as we White Eagle,” at the Casino, is 
thé only musical comedy until “Lovely 
 Laay” later. in the week, and the musica! 
 -yersion of ‘Edna Ferber’s “Show Boat.’ 
- Eagle” is by the man whc 
: aia. “The Vagabond King,” Russell Jan- 
- ‘Mey; it was most heartily received, and 
~~ especially in the ensemble numbcrs is 
colorful and pleasing. 
At the Music Box, a night later than 
“Whese, there opened “Paris Bound,” by 
Philip 





ry) Th 


Barry, already so well known as 
to stir keen anticipation. This was not 
, although the play has no 


; But once gifts and greetings 
aged, entertainment works its 
New Year’s Eve; this week 

m New, plays send out their varied 


t George Kelly has turned to more 
as fields, presenting, with Judith An- 


1 with 
Strange in the role of the sec- 


) gives a new interpretation 
character of the weak princeling, 
him indeed so strong that his- | ily 
would have been changed, were this 
- majority of the offerings, natur- 
‘imstance, in her first venture into 
; “It Is To Laugh,” at the 
‘gives but a tinge of pathos to 
the East Side that the 


All turns out right in the 


divided, but is carried in continuous ih- 
terest by the exceilent performance. Leo | and Exiles in Russia. 
Bulgakov as the old music-master moves | 


ain a deliberate, mellow skill; the young | 'the Royale Theatre, New York City, Win- 
tortured artist Lewis Leverett plays seems | 'throp Ames’ Gilbert and Sullivan Opera 


y 
sharp and anguished in the performance. | 


attitude hamper the expanding sculptor; | 
©! this she handles well. And Ethel Wilson, 


ment upon this little town—to find that 
it contains the one thing her art and/| 
her life required, mingles a gay coquetry | 
with an enveloping play of emotion that | 
needs but a little more pliability and | 
warmth to make it of high rank. The 
evening, through these several sources, 
moves soundly and effectively. 


PARADISE ENOW 

In the avalanche of first night re- 
viewing, one poor news reporter unluck- 
assigned “Paradise,” the effective 
presentation at the 48th street, found 
nothing to say but that the author had 
done a better job than the director, and 
that instead of Lillian Foster, he visu- 
alized Helen Hayes in the main role. It 
seemed to me, quite on the contrary, that 
the author had given the producer little 
more than the outline of a part, and a 
character all the vigor and vitality of 
which are due to the direction and the 
acting. It would be easy enough to im- 
agine any competent and versatile ac- 
tress in the role, but why bother? In the 
first place, such speculation would flatter 
the play; in the second, Lillian Foster 
does an excellent job. 

“Paradise” pictures an older sister who 
has remained unmarried while younger 
ones have gone the good way because 
the older one cannot give herself to jazz- 
ing, petting times. .Nonetheless, Winnie 

















wants to have a ‘home of her own; be- | January. 


neath the taunts of her thoughtless Sis- | 
ters, and the well-meaning efforts of ae 
relatives, she grows in rebellion until her | 
home efforts to hold a man seeming fruit- | 
less, she goes to New York, invents a hus- | 
band—then when the family threatens 
to come on a visit, she kills him. The 
fact that the young doctor whom her 
cousin has won by bolder ways loves Win- 
nie and gets her in the end, does not | 
he unmarried girl who is approaching | 
her thirties, who wants a home and fam- 
ily, and who sees maidenhood stretching 
like a forest path in winter long before 
her. | 

The play, ‘as I have indicated, gives| 
little more than the surfave sketch of | 
this character, and Lillian Foster has the | 
most difficult task of converting what 





} novel . tote than marital unfaith- 
ess &nd triangular designs, it works | 
ay, , what with the playwright and | 
in the shape of Madge | 
Kennedy and a competent group. “Show | 
Edna Ferber’s novel, refurbished | 
by Oscar Hammerstein 2nd, with Jerome | 
‘Kern’s music, now graces the stage of | 
| ‘the Ziegfeld. More than usuals, this piece | 
bo abel and sustains, not the plot, but | 
ne of the original; the lazy Mis- | 
life (in non-flood days) is cap- 
in song and chorus and general | 
; stir. .'. . Other plays of the 


| 
} 
| 






44 nd some of tiiese, receive more 
4 ‘ ec treatment later. 
i IF WINTER COMES 
ec | Gustay Blum’s new offering at the 
i : Bayes is a most interesting study called 
Mg ioadince Song,” by Virginia Farmer. The 


of the incidents is unfortunate; 
is laid upon the young sculptor, 
it is a while before we recognize that 
vital and effective element in the 
is the movement in the life of the 
‘older woman. The analysis of the shap- 

- ing that goes on in her is searching and 
“*triie, as she moves from the love-seeking 
ihe through a period of uncertain 
‘questing, when she does not understand { 
"herself, to the fulfillment of the impulses | 

‘of motherhood. While the New York | 
“playgoer may tend to see something | 

‘ amusing in the sudden recognition of the | 


EEE 









ne 


Hurlbut has made melodrama into less. 
violent and more real growth. In this, 
her work is lightened by the humorous 
handling of the maiden aunt by Minnie 
Dupree, who makes more fun out of fu- 
nerals than most of us have known. The 
essential element of the drama, however, 
remains the study that O’Neill sought 
more strikingly in “Different,” that Hurl- 





| but had an opportunity to reach toward | moves on Monday to the smaller Cos- 


and, with Lillian Foster’s help, almost 
attained. 


At the 44th Street Theatre “The Five 2 modern underworld drama, laid in the 
wends her tuneful way! outskirts of Prague, will be the first of- 
re- | fering at the Cosmopolitan. 
|} has but one woman, a part played by 


O’Clock Girl” 
through the hours of the evening, 
minding us particularly of the fact that 


For it is the comics and the costumes 


Marienne Francke has the less sympa- 
thetic and less devéloped role of the! 
small town girl whose selfish and narrow | the company begins its first transcon- 


as the singer descending for her amuse- | 


jetract from the validity of the study of | « 
| Children’s Playhouse” of New York City; 


| where the master producer will offer some 
| of his smaller scaled productions,—small- | t 
ANY OLD TIME jer in size, but not in theatrical quality 


Dagney Servades. 
“musical comedy” has that second word. | play the leading role. 


lowcraft Club, the Women’s Peace Party, 
and the Society for Socialist Prisoners 





On Saturday night, January 7th, in 


| Company ends its New York engagement 
has extended almost two years, 
|save for,a brief tour last spring and the 
summer months of 1927. On January 9, 


tinental tour in the Walnut Street Thea- 
tre, Philadelphia, and will not be heard 
|in New York again until November, 1928. 
Probably for the first time, a comic opera 
organization will go on “the road” with 
its New York cast unchanged, except for 
three chorus girls. 

Winthrop Ames’ has established new 
records for Gilbert and Sullivan in New 
York. On April 19, 1926, he produced 
“Iolanthe,” which never had been a fa- 
| vorite opera in this country. Its first 
| production in America in 1882 by the 
| D’Oyly, Carte Company of London ran 
| 13 weeks and its longest subsequent en- 

gagements, until the Ames’ revival, was 


4 weeks. The Ames company has sung 
“Tolanthe,” including its performances in 
repertoire, 35 full weeks, or over one- 


half the entire number of weeks the piece 
has been given in New York. 





Walter Hampden has reached the 100th 
performance of Henrik Ibsen’s comedy, 
“An Enemy of the People,” at Hampden’s 
Theatre. This wilt be a New York record 
for consecutive presentations of an Ibsen 
play. “An Enemy of the People” will con- 
tinue the regular bill at Hempden’s Thea- 
tre although Mr. Hampden will interrupt 
the run long enough to appear in four 
performances of “Hamlet” beginning with 
the Wednesday matinee of next week 
(January 4th). 





Six directors, in addition to Hamilton 
MacFadden, will control the policy of the 
newly-organized theatrical producing firm 
of Hamilton MacFadden, Inc. The first 
production of this group will be “La 
Gringo,” the Tom Cushing play, in which 
Claudette Colbert will appear and which 
is being done in association with Charles 
L. Wagner. The play is now in rehearsal 
and will have an out-of-town opening 
shortly, coming to Broadway late in 








“The Puppet Players,” of Baltimore, 
have launched the most ambitious season 
of their career, for the first time housed 
in their own home. Florence Bradley 
Moore, the directur of the organization, 
has taken over the Vagabond Theatre 
for 1927-28 and work is now in full swing. 
The season will comprise six productions: 
“The Miller and His Men,” by Isaac Po- 
cock, a “mellow drama” written in 1813; 
“The Elves and the Shoemaker,” by Ethel 
| Sidgwick”; “Gilone and Gillette,” and 
The Gnomes Workshop,” two pan- 
tomimes by M. Jagendorf director of “The 


“Professor Topsy-Turvy and His Brilliant 
| Thoughts,” by Vera Macbeth Jones; “A 
Tale From India,” a masque based on an 
Indian legend; and “A Midsummer 
| Night’s Dream.” 





“Dauntless Eva Le Gallienne continues 
| her fight against the malignant fates.. 
This time she tilts all the mysterious 
powers embattled behind the two stand- | ; 
ards of suverstitution and custom.” 

Just to make sense, the Civic Repertory, 
headed by Eva Le Gallienne, announces 
that the premiere performance of its 
third production of the season, “The 
First Stone,(” a new American play by 


Max Reinhardt’s repertoire company 
which has been at the Century Theatre 


mopolitan Theatre on Columbus Circle, | f 


e may be sure. Larger’s “Periphery,” 


The cast 
Herman Thimig will 


| | In Brief | 
jo 


ing year. 
commend the Paramount ushers; 
Thompson will find his pass at the box- 
office; 
stage presentations; 
lose her season pass; 
announce the Paramount program over 
WHN; 
Paramount publicity; Ed Olmstead will 
not go to California; 
see a good stage revue; John S. Cohen, 
Junior’s Secretary (Willie) will not call 
for a pass; Kelsey Allen will tell a new 
story; the Colony Theatre will not change 


Naked Truth; Vic Shapiro will stick to 
U. A.’s policy of facts only for the press; 
Jack McInerney will not stage a tea; mo- 
tion picthre salaries will be cut ten per 
cent.; 
Walter Ferris, will take place on Friday, oo oa a a oy Oe One 


January 13th. Paramount Theatre. 


end picture to be made in this country 
atre, Saturdaq, December 31st. 


can picture “The Cat and the Canary,” 
adapted from the popular play by that 
name by John Willard, and regarded as 
the greatest mystery picture yet made. 
“The Chinese Parrot” is an adaptation 
of Earl Derr Biggers’ story. 





A Jewish Water-Carrier From the 
Film “50 Polish Cities in New York” 
at the Manhattan Opera House. 


Poland’s Ghettoes 
On The Screen 


The old Manhattan Opera House has 
been showing all week a series of present 
day scenes in the towns and villages of 
Jewish Poland. These are in no way 
acted up or prepared with any artifice. 
The rabbi, the Shamus, the town idiot, 
the toilers and traders, the mothers and 
sons and daughters in all their ragged 
simplicity come up to you for a sad 
greeting. Few of them smile. Even the 
children are somehow aware that their 
more fortunate kin in America will be 
looking at them from comfortable seats 
in a warm theatre. Those who have left 
these scenes years ago and settled here 
might well pa y a debt to memory and 
go over to the Manhattan Opera House 
and view again the sod and poverty from 
which they sprang. 
Not that there are no scenes approach- 
ing Poland’s right here in Golden Amer- 
ica. But the cursed Jew-baiting and 
hating land is so universally scurvied 
with sorrow and tragedy for the Jew, 
that our own land is indeed a tenth 
Heaven in comparison. 

Of course, the old hard-grained re- 
ligious customs lend an air of unpleas- 
antness to the scene for the liberalized 
mind. But one sees even in Poland that 
the ancient order of orthodoxy is pass- 
ing. The Jew too is slowly losing his 
Fundamentalism, and accepting the first 
few tenets of science and Darwin. 

Ail in all as a moving picture, this 
presentation at the Manhattan is a 
worthwhile experience. 





For instance: Fred Hall will 
Donald 


Harriet Underhill will praise the 
Irene Thirer will not 
Rose Pelswick will 
the Capitol will stop giving the 


uinn Martin will 


ts policy; the. A. N. P. A. will tell the 


no press agents will be fired in 


here will be a seat for everybody at the 


“The Chinese Parrlot,” Paul Leni’s sec- 


or Universal, comes to the Colony The- 
Leni dis- 
inguished himself with his first Ameri- 


“The Prisoner” To Be 


Given at Provincetown 
| For Socialist Party 


“The Prisoner’, 
translated by Alexander Berkman, will 


Socialist Party on Sunday evening, Jan- 
uary 8th. 

“The Prisoner”, 
season’s Provincetown Playhouse pro- 
gram, is by a German author, Emil Bern- 
hard, a writer who has already earned a 
| place in contemporary German drama. 
It is published in the series of plays 
brought out by the Volksbuehne in Ber- 
lin and has been produced under the 
auspices of this famous popular theatre 
in a number of smaller German cities 
where it has had a remarkable success. 
This year the Volksbuehne will produce 
the play in Berlin. However, the Pro- 
vincetown Playhouse production will an- 
tedate that of the Volksbuehne, and New 
York will have practically the premiere 
of Bernhard’s piece. 

In form “The Prisoner” follows the 
lines of more conservative drama. It is 
in five acts, with only two changes of 
sets. There is no hectic shift of scenes; 
no attempt to carry on impression of the 
kaleidoscope of the whole machine age; 
none of the noise ‘and confusion that 
seems to be considered necessary to a 
modern play . Yet concentrated within 
its five acts of tense dialogue there is 
real and deeply revolutionary material 
which needs no mechanical accessories 
to grip the audience. 


The play deals with the question of 
war and the right of the individual to 
refuse to commit legalized murder even 
at the command of constituted author- 
ity. From this point of view it touches 
issues which concern all of us, in view 
of the heritage left by the Great War. 
But it touches even more poignant top- 
ics when it raises the whole question of 
the right of the individual to decide 
what he shall or shall not do according 
to his own conscience, even against the 
judgment of governments and masses, 
and the further issue of the efficiency 
of non-resistance in the face of vio- 
lence and force, even when exercised by 
revolution. 

The play is deeply Tolstoyan in feel- 
ing and design. It takes place in a 
Siberian prison and centers about the 
struggle between the prison warden and 
one of the prisoners who refused to 
carry arms in the Great War, and whose 
example, infecting whole armies, threat- 
ens with collapse the entire structure 
of Czarist militarism toward the end of 
1916. 

On the one hand you have all the 
authority and force in the hands of 
the prison warden, determined against 
all his better instincts to wring sub- 
mission to constituted authority out of 
his victim. On the other hand, you have | 
the victim, victorious through the mir- 
acle of meekness and the power of a 
new logic. As the play progresses and 
the tragic struggle unfolds, this lonely 
jail in a far-away corner of Siberia grad- 
ually becomes the center of the world 
stage, where are being decided the is- 
sues of the salvation of humanity. The 
prisoner persists in the face of all the 
efforts of authority and the temptation 
to assume leadership in a revolution of 
violence; under the impact of this 
strange power of the “terrible meek”, 
the apostles of force break down and 
disintegrate. 








THE PRISONER 
By Bernard 


Translated By 


ALEXANDER BERKMAN 
PROVINCETOWN PLAYHOUSE 
138 MACDOUGAL STREET 
Incl. Sun. 8:40—Sat. Mat. 


Eve. 2:40 




















that stand forth in this widely heralded | 
and successful production. Mary Eaton | 
and Oscar Shaw are the musical stars, 
and they do their usual competent job, 


F 


In Movies 





carrying along the love and the ee 





with “Who Did?” and “Up in the Clouds” | 


two certain hits. But Pert Kelton, Louis Globe Theatre on December 9th, at ad- 
vanced prices, will move over to the Para- 
mount on January 7th, where it will play 


John Bartels, and the Shaw and Lee 


combination (Al Shaw, this one), supply | 


the comedy, and they outdo themselves. | at popular prices. 
being one of | quick release of 2 
exceptionally graceful who dare to| ue to the 

| production is crowding the great movie 
a slight awkwardness and get | laugh-getter out. 


Pert deserves her name, 
the 
assume 
away with it; her thin voice, which no! 
| heroine would desire, is with her a fur- | 
ther summons to hilarity. Bartels, 


with | 'that well-known team holding the stage 


“Helen of Troy,’’ which opened at the 


The reason for this 
special production is 
fact that a legitimate stage 





Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, 


0s —><S.- SS. So Sv SI Sv Sv So 0s 


THE PEOPLE’S INSTITUTE 


At Cooper Union g 


At 8 O'Clock 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 1 
NEW YEAR’S DAY —NO MEETING 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 3 
W. B. CURRY 
“Sir Isaac Newton” 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 8 
MR. EVERETT D. MARTIN 
“Liberal Thought in America. 
From Roger Williams to the 














‘Intelligencia’ of the 20th Century.” 


© 


AtMuhlenberg Branch Library 
209 West 23rd St. (mr. 7th Ave.) 


At 8 O’Clock 


MONDAY, JANUARY 2 
DR. HELEN D. LOCKWOOD 
“The Misery of the Wealth of Nations: 
Mrs. Gaskell and Galsworthy” 





by Emil Bernhard, 


be given as a benefit performanee for the 


the first play of this | 


| 
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Gilbert Miller presents 


3 MAX REINHARDT’S 


First Modern Drama Production in America 


~_ “PERIPHERY” 





| 

—_—__—_—_———_ | 

COSMO- A MODERN UNDERWORLD DRAMA Matinees 

pe tt by FRANTISEK LANGER Friday &Sat. | | 

| 

COL. CIRCLE | Moves Monday Night, Jan. 2, to at 2:00 sharp a 
Evenings at 8 Cosmopolitan Theatre _ $3. petaet. ow 00 \ 














‘Mats. This Week: Mon., Thurs. & Sat. 





———Theatre Guild Producti 


PORGY 


by DUBOSE and 
DOROTHY HEYWARD 


PLAYS FOR THE PEOPLE! 


Eva Le Gallienne 
at the 


Civic Repertory Theatre 
14th Street and 6th Avenue 


MON. EVE.—‘“The Cradle Song” 
TUES. EVE.—‘"‘The Good Hope” 
WED. EVE.—‘‘2x2 equals 5” 

WED. EVE.—‘“‘The Cradle Song” 
THURS. EVE.—“The Three Sisters’’ 
FRI. EVE.—‘2x2 equals 5” 

SAT. MAT.—‘“‘Twelfth Night” 

SAT. EVE.—‘The Good Hope” 


Performance Saturday 
“TWELFTH NIGHT,” at 


Republic Theatre 


WEST 42nd STREET 
Mats. This Weck: Mon., ‘Wed. and Sat. 2:40 Matinee 


2:30 


Special 
Jan. 7, 








(; . 
THEATRE GUIILD ACTING CO. oOo 6.T = 
in 
BERNARD SHAW’S COMEDY y Evgs. 8:40. Matinecs 
& 


32. MAT. WED. 
The Doctor’s 
Dilemma 


WINTHROP AMES 
Presents 

Guild Theatre 

WEST 52nd STREET 














ESC 


By JOHN 
GALSWORTHY 


with 

LESLIE HOWARD 
“Just a peach of a 
?- 2 

LE New ne eee 


2:20 
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A Vets Carl Laemmle’s = 4 
Spent to. {Universal Master- | JOHN GOLDEN THEATRE 
Thrill You! piece Matinees: MON., WED. and SAT., 2:30 
si ous A Harry Pollard DANA BURNET’S and 
production GEORGE ABBOTT'S 





UNCLE TOM’S 
CABIN + ¢ 


The Greatest 
Human Dra- 
ma Ever 
Screened! 


4 Walls 


with MUNI WISENFREND 


Former Star of— 
JEWISH ART THEATRE 


Staged by 
GEORGE ABBOTT 





Central 


B’WAY at 47th ST. 
Twice Daily 2:30-8:30 




















Seats 8 Weeks in Advance 





World’s 


Greatest SILVER SLAVE” FLONZALEY QUARTET 
=NE Y Internationally Renowned 
qth Ave. & Starring IRENE RICH | a . : 5 
50th St. A WARNER BROS. Production ||| Tickets at office, of Feople’s Symphony | 
“tt 32 Union Sa. Tel.: _ Stuyves ant b 9687 | 




















Another Seinchame Holiday Program 


“THE DAWN” 
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—An Allegory 
with Jeanne Mignolet & Ensemble U 
ROXY ORCHESTRA | M U S I C S 
| 
66 99 Old English | () 
THE HUNT Hunting Songs | f\ +4 
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ROXY CHORUS 


“SPIRIT of the BLUES” | 


Stage Orchestra, Ballet, Soloists, 
nsemble 





PHILHARMONIC 


MENGELBERG, Conductor 


Carnegie Hall, Sun. Aft., Jan. 8%, at 3:00 
(Mr. Mengelberg’s last appearance 
this season.) 
Weber—Stravinsky—Ravel—Strauss 
ARTHUR JUDSON, Mer. (Steinway) 

i) | NEXT SAT. EVE., JAN. 
WASHINGTON IRV ING HIGH ‘se HOOL 
16th St. and Irving Place 





| 


“DOLL DANCE” 
with Beatrice Belkin, Coloratura 
and Maria Gambarelli, 
Prima Ballerina 


“THE 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 4 
DR. SCOTT BUCHANAN 
“Geometry: From Shapes to Figures” 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 5 


DR. E. G. SPAULDING 
“Can Mind and Body Interact?” 





Bigger se JANUARY 7 


eo 


; mother-love that has a moment before| his “Am I Right, or—am I right?” is 
(seemed sweetheart jealousy, and indeed | one of those complete idiots that brazen 


~~ 


hoe , the shift comes 2 bit too swiftly; still| their way along while everyone is too 


-. 


* the relationship is true and in the play/astounded at their impudence to stop 
4 well founded, and—had the emphasis|them. Shaw and Lee look like a tintype 
. been properly laid—would have been one/of two generations ago, or a John Held, | 




















tof the season’s profoundest studies. jr. woodcut; and they behave even worse, | 
’ As things are, the play is somewhat | winning the chief laughter of the even- 
’ : —_______—— | ing throughout their presence, and work- | 
“6 ANGELUS ALLIED ARTS CLUB ing toward their capital song “And we| 
if announces are following in our father’s footsteps”. 
| CONCERT, MON., JAN. 9th The costumes are by Charles LeMaire | 
74 8:30 at Provincetown Playhouse | the settings by Norman Bel Geddes. These 
: ruins Em —_ fg |are extremely colorful and engaging, and 
vie Soeese 3 Mr. Albert Schroeter | prove that intelligent plot well construct- 
¥} oo eee ee Pikeke. 7 & Piano || ed, is not in the least necessary for the 
‘o 139 Macdougal St dering ‘0551 | | Success of a musical comedy. “The Five 
¥ Admission $2.00 | O'Clock Giri” wins through the sum of | 
: wea - | its subordinate parts. 
% | 
~ | United Lodge of Theosophists : a 
a 1 West 67th Street. SWELL SETTINGS 


a 


aks eT 


The settings of L’Aiglon at the Cos-| 
mopolitan Theatre have a breath-taking | 
beauty that make sitting through the 
Rostand play with all its strange strut- 
tings and posturing well worth while. 
| The play itself sounds a bit archaic in 


FREE LECTURE SUNDAY, 8:15 P. M. 
“O€CULTISM OF 
NEW YEAR 
RESOLUTIONS” 














4 feult to find out what it is all about. 
ee Wednesday, 4:15-5:15 P. M. | Michael Strange, of the abundant Barry- | 
of et, Devotional Meeting mores, takes the title role with vim and | 
4 “RAJA YOGA” vivacity but a certain lack of sublety. 
5 No Charges or Collections. | L’Aiglon, long since a classic, is inter- | 

; : | esting, but with its long monologues, its 

/ }obvious asides, its cryptic historical ref- 

we erences somehow does not ring true in 





«the theatre of today. —M. C, 
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MEN interested a = } 
4 to join a 

now formi rite 

, 291 sie 


|are taken for granted as containing a | 


| operas, 


our modern ears and at times it is diffi- | spouse has shuffled herself off by the 


| their husbands find them in the way 


| throughout December, will open with a 
new edition of follies for the year 1928. 
Instead of this popular production re- 
viewing the past events of 1927, the entire 
program will be a prediction for the com- 
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Admission Free . RICHARD P. McKEON 
. “philosophy and its Predicaments: 
Open Forum Discussion What is Truth?’ 
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A Musical Squaw Man 

Among the more ambitious of the 11 
Christrfs week offerings on the New | 
York stage, Russell Janey’s musical ver- | 
sion of “The Squaw Man”, presented at | 
the Casine as “The White Eagle”, bids 
to outlast many of them. Which is not 
to say that “The White Eagle” is any- | 
thing to shout from the housetops about. 
By this time, Mr. Janney’s productions | 


fairly good ratio of tuneful music, a 
number of excellent voices and a chorus 
with quality as well as volume 

Allan Prior, one time operatic star in 
Italy, favorite of many American light 
meets all the requirements of 
his enthusiastic admirers in the role of 
Jim Carson, former Captain James of 
the 16th Lancers, or some such British 
regiment. Marion Keeler is “Silvering”’, 
the wife of the Squaw Man, while Hazel | 
Glen is his wife-to-be, after his Indian 


pistol route. The story ends happily 
| through the well-known willingness of 
Indian squaws to kill themselves when 


around the wigwam. 

There is excellent scenic effects by | 
James Reynolds, while Richard Boleslav- 
sky, the Russian gentleman, did er 
staging. | 


FOURTH ANNUAL 


NEW LEADER DINNER 


“SOCIALISM AND SOVIET RUSSIA” 
SPEAKERS :— 
ABRAHAM CAHAN' JAMES H. MAURER 
MORRIS HILLQUIT BENJAMIN STOLBERG 
NORMAN THOMAS 


Friday, January 27th, 7 P. M. 


Beethoven Hall, 210 East 5th St. 


(Make Reservations Now at The New Leader, 7 East 15th St., or by Telephone, 


ALGonquin 4622. Tickets $2.50.) 








‘THE LABOR TEMPLE SCHOOL 


242 E. 14th St., New York City 
G. F. BECK, M. A., Ph.D., Director 
COURSES FOR 1928 


on 


MORNING SERVICE—ALL ARE INVITED 
The 8 P.M. JAMES G. MACDONALD, HARRY WEIN- 
BERGER, SILAS B. AXTELL 


COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 


Jan. 5.—‘“Yesterday and Tomorrov” 

Jan. 12—-“Modern Comedy” 
PARK Jan. 19.—“‘Modern Tragedy” 

Jan. 26—“The Popular Drama” 
AVENUE Single Admission 75c. 

$2.50 For the Course of Four Lectures 
AND WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11, 815 P. M. | 
34th COUNT HERMAN KEYSERLING 

“Is the Institution of Monogamous Marriage 

STREET Destined to Endure?” 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 1 
11 A. M. REINALD NIEBUHR 
“The Optimism Which Flowers in Pessimism” 


“Shall the United States Recognize Russia?” 
Questions, Discussion—Admission Free 
JOSEPH WOOD KRUTCH 
Will Deliver a Course of Lectures On 
CONTEMPORARY DRAMA 


THURSDAYS—8:15 P. M. 





JOHN HAYNES HOLMES, Chairman 
Reserved Sections—$1.00, $2.00 














Course 1. Literature-~Books New and Course 16, Economics—The Ethical Im- 
| Old Compared. Dr. G. F. plications of Economics. Nor- 
Beck. Every Sunday at 5:00 man Thomas. Five Tues- 
P. M. Single admission 25 days at 8:30 beginning Feb- 
cents. ruary 14. Single admission, 
| Course 12. The Great Romantics. John 25 cents. Course tickets, 
Cowper Powys. Five Fridays $1.00. 
at 8:30 P. M. beginning Jan- Course 7. The Dance as a Medium of | 
uary 13. Single admission, Creative Expression. Don | 
50 cents. Course tickets, Oscar Becque. Five Saturday 
2.00. afternoons at 3:30 beginning 
| Course 3. Philosophy — The Classical January 7. Single admission, 
Age of Greece and Rome. 50 cents. Course tickets, 
mee. Gis eck Every $2.00. 
Wednesday at 8:30 P. M, ‘ . 
Single- admission, 25 cents. Course 8. Speech Improvement. Miss 
Beatrice Becker. Mondays at } 
Course 13. Philosophy Discussion Class. 8:00 P. M. beginning January 
Dr. G. PF. Beck. Every Mon- canes . : 
- 9. Single admission, 25 cents. 
day at 8:30 P. M. Single ad- Fee for course of ten les- | 
mission, 15 cents. sons, $2.00. 
Sourse 15. The Scientific Method Applied 
to Social Problems. John Course 11. Poetry. A contemporary 
Patrick Somerville. Five poetry forum. Leader Anton 
Tuesdays at 8:30 P. M. be- Romatka. Every Tuesday at 
ginning January 3. Single 8:15 P. M. Single admission, 
admission, 25 cents. Course 25 cents. 
tickets, $1.00. 
Course 10. Current Events. Edmund B. For further information regarding the 
Chaffee, Leon R. Land, Mc- above write our office. Registrations 
Alister Coleman. Every may be made in person or by mail at i 
Thursday at 8:30 P. M. No on Temple, 243 E. 14th St., New York 


admission charged. 


The annual dinner of the school will alin place at the Aldine Club Rooms, 
200 Fifth Avenue, Friday evening, January 20th, at 7:00 P. M. Speakers will | 
be Heywood Broun, John Cowper Powys, John Haynes Holmes, G. F. Beck, | 

| Edmund B. Chaffee. Tickets, $2.50, may be secured at Labor Temple effi. | 














E. L. 


LABOR TEMPLE SCHOOL 


ANNUAL DINNER at Aldine Clab Rooms, 200 Fifth Ave. 
Friday re January 20, 1928 
700 o'clock 
SPEAKERS:—Heywood Broun, G. = Beck, John Cowper 
John Haynes Holmes 
SUBJECT:—‘“The Lecturer—and the Puture of Amerita.”’ 
may. be obtained at the Labor Temple Office 


pwys, Edmund B. Chaffee, 





kets at $2.50 per cover 
y i#th St. 
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FUR DRESSER’S UNION 
Local 2, Int’rnat’] Fur Workers’ Union 
Office and Headquarters, 949 Wil- 
loughby Ave., Brooklyn. Pulaski 0798 
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» SATURDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1927 


_ Congress Must Investigate! 


GRECO and Carillo, accused of the murder of 
» a Fascist, have been acquitted by a jury. The 
: brought out the fact that Italian Fascism ex- 
mds ‘to the United States, that it seeks to use 
fan courts for its purposes, that it employs 
Witnesses and perjury to destroy its opponents 
c that it will send innocent men to their death jf 
is will extend its power. 
ae perjury employed against Greco and Carillo 
a would have sent them to their death in Italy. A 
Fascist jury would have accepted the testimony of 
‘the perjurers. The records of the trial reveal that 
‘€riminal bands of Mussolini are organized in this 
try. They have no more right to immunity 
than the bandits who rob and kill in American 



























et, : 
_ . This case ;should not end with the acquittal of 
__ Greco and Carillo. “The next thing should be to 
indict and punish the perjurers,” declares the 
- Brooklyn Eagle. We agree. But something miore 
ern) required. There should be a Congressional in- 
Pyestigation of the activities of Mussolini's bands 
in this country. Mussolini has openly decided to 
ize his murder bands abroad. They are noti- 
that they are to be compensated for any losses 
“May sustain by their criminal activities outside 
Italy. 
/TRis means to underwrite violence, perjury and 
der. The Greco-Carillo case shows what this 
mtry faces. Moreover, Italian bankers, commer- 
fal-and business men and the Italian press have 
a me—extensions of [Fascist sovereignty in this 
eountry. Most of them are unwilling accomplices 
Of Mussolini. They are helpless. They must silent- 
Wy acquiesce in Fascist dictation or be financially 
tuined. Their economic and financial relations with 
Haly depend upon formal acceptance and support 
of the Slave State of Italy. 
It is up to Congress to investigate this hideous 
ing. It is not a matter of discussion of ideas. It 
is the extension of organized terror and criminal 
activities of Fascist Italy into the United States. 
Congress cannot ignore it. Congress must act! 


Work For The New Year 

E direct special attention to the call by the Na- 
* tional Executive Committee which appears on 
\} her page. It marks the beginning of Socialist 
} tivities for the New Year, activities that will con- 
fae throughout the year and will not end till the 
ion in November 
ft readers must be im; with the 
ous awakening of interest in the Socialist move- 
ment for several weeks. It dates from the elections 
last November. It is not confined to one or two lo- 
Calities. It is general throughout the country. In- 
@etive Socialists have renewed their activities. New 
locals and branches are being organized. New mem- 
Bets are being admitted. Inquiries regarding the 
‘miovement come from all parts of the country. 

"The parties of capitalism are in part responsible. 
No nation has ever been more dominated by the 
_ owners of big capital and finance. Their parties in 
"Congress are obedient poodles. On an important 

matter like investigating the super-power gang there 

is no party division. If there is any difference at 

all it 18 a minor difference within the parties, not 
any marked difference between the two parties. 

Then unemployment with its consequent wide- 

. $pread misery can no longer be concealed. Coolidge 

“prosperity” is vanishing in opium smoke while the 

two-party brokers are arranging for another “round 

up” of the voters. ; . . 

= The call of the National Executive Committee its 

timely. It should be answered with devoted and 
continuous service by members and sympathizers. 

Wath the weak states strengthened the rest is com- 
fatively easy. Help them and then turn to our 

tasks, a big convention in April, and an mspir- 


ing campaign ! 
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: Unions Facing Peril 
HE ‘tragic experience which the 
ers are facing and tlie reaction to thei 
ing by other trade unions offer an interesting study 
‘of the American labor movement. What is typical 
of this struggle is that the other unions as a whole 
do not appear to be much disturbed Each union. 
“6 not much disturbed unless an especially bid situa- 
Stion faces it. Of course, there is formal support 
by the other unions of the miners, especially by the 
nore advanced unions like those in the needie trades, 
but this support does not assume the character of 
~ We may contrast this situation with the situation 
‘in the British unions when the miners in recent years 
faced similar hardships. There was not only formal 
a of the miners. The whole trade union move- 
é ment was aroused and for months labor support of 
‘mimers Was conspicuous news all over the world. 
thoroughly were the union men of England in- 
ed that the miners struggle jivolved the trade 
ons of the country in a generai strike. 
‘contrast is a striking one. Here the sense of 
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r suffer- 
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and in the higher range of the skilled occupations 
it hardly exists at all. Here the crusading spirit is 
absent. The United Mine Workers has been one 
of the strongest organizations in the A. F. of L. 
and its decline to a third rate power would be a blow 
to the whole trade union movement of the country. 
Most of the other unions do not see this or, if they 
do, they do not appear to care. They assume that 
their own position in their respective industries is 
secure and that the tendencies that threaten one 
powerful union can never concern them. 
rhis attitude is dangerous to all the unions and 

to the future of economic organization itself. One 
reason for this is that our unions are divided into 
more unions than in any other country and this divi- 
ston tends to concentrate interest on the special 
problems each union faces..' Intimate contact and 
inter-union sympathy which grow out of more 
compact organization of workers into a less number 
of unions are absent. The multiplicity of organiza- 
tions promotes a- psychology of separatism with 
consequent indifference to or half-hearted support 
of one great army of workers who face a tragic 
struggle for survival. . 
The plight of the miners would in any other mod- 
ern country mobilize all the best thought and plan- 
ning of the whole movement to ayert disaster. That 
this does not prevail is ominou® for the future. 
Even many in the movement of more progressive 
views and who realize the-present drift say little. 
They fear that nothing can be done because old 
ways are too deeply rooted to be changed now. This 
we believe (0 be a mistaken view. Education is al- 
ways possible, especially when a grave situation 
faces the whole movement. Such a situation now 
exists and it should summon all the idealism of 
those who understand to arouse the trade unions 
to the perils ahead. 





Facing Want and No Work 


POL! TICIANS, high officials at Washington and 
_  €ditors are scared at a spectre that is slowly tak- 
ing shape throughout the country. It can no longer 
be denied that widespread unemployment is creep- 
Ing over the country. In the Twin cities of Min- 
nesota the distress has swamped charitable agencies. 
Industry in general is affected and guarded admis- 
sions are being made by the gentlemen who preside 
over our destinies at Washington. 
a A striking editorial in the New York Times of 
Tuesday presents some data which are of sufficient 
importance that we are reprinting it in part on an- 
other page. But something more than’ unemploy- 
ment is revealed in the Times editorial. The data 
which it assembles show the increased exploitation 
of the workers through inventions, more thorough 
organization and perfection of “scientific manage- 
ment”. 
What is evident in this survey is three important 
factors; (1) greater production, (2) a declining 
working force, (3) a decreasing payroll. It shows 
that in industries like Bethlehem Steel and General 
Motors a smaller force of workers are producing a 
greater volume of values than the larger force of 
former years. Consider transportation alorte. Near- 
ly 8,000,000 more cars were loaded in 1926 than in 
1920 yet the number of workers has declined 250,000 
in this period. = 
What does this development in big industries a 
mean? It means that certain values and service |, 
once paid for are now reaped by owners without 
paying for them. No less than 250,000 workers 
have been cast aside in transportation while those 


fat 
by 


Wa 


whole working force once did. This gives some idea |2. ¢ 
of the exploitation of the working class and this 
gouging is heaped upon other gougings in the pre- 
ceding decades of American industry. 

No other system of production in history ever 
sweated so much unpaid labor out of the toilers as 
the capitalist system of production. It is bringing 
to the front one of its periodical absurdities—want 
in the midst of abundance. Our system is so pro- 
ductive that with intelligent organization and man- 
agement it can guarantee the wants of all with a few 


she 


cepting, of course, Nicaragua, Haiti, 
and such other little wars as our im- 
perialists may dig up fer us during 
the coming year. 


apparently been too busy to do much 
except wish one another and their con- 
stituents Merry Christmas. The Progres- 
sives in Congress received unexpected 
Christmas presents in the shape of some 


interests and other special privileges are 
rejoicing over the sickness of Senator 


hold up the inquiry that the fighting lit- 


been sick, too, but not sick enough to 
prevent his taking a mighty blow at the 
vulnerable jaw of William Randolph 
Hearst. 
still at work handle 8,000,000 more cars than the | tions against the progressive Senator had 


yroof were needed, that Hearst is one of 


The pity is that his papers are so largely 
read by the workers, who still seem to 
think, despite a mass of evidence to the 
contrary, that the wealthy publisher is 
interested in defending the rights of the 
poor and oppressed. 





Flashes 


tion WEVD, the Eugene V. 
Debs Memorial Station 





Picked Up Out of the Air 
From the Programs of Sta- 








A BIT OF JUSTICE 


tion. 





THE S-4 AFFAIR 
To anyone who reads between the 
lines of the account of the sinking 
of the submarine S-4, it is evident 
that there is being some mighty hot 
criticism made by those in high 
places of the methods employed to 
salvage the wreck and attempt to 
save the men in it. 
Secretary of the Navy Wilbur has 
replied to criticisms sent by women 
relatives of the drowned men that 
an inquiry into the whole business 
by Congress now seems likely. 
Certainly the tragedy does not tend 
to heighten confidence in those be- 
hind the huge naval building plan 
which is now proposed. No one has 
been able to explain to the satisfac- 
tion of the public why such an elab- 
orate program should be planned at 
this time, when we are supposed to be 
at peace with all the world, always ex- 


WASHINGTON DOINGS 


committee assignments handed out 
the old guard. Lobbies for the power 
Ish of Montana, which threatens to 
Senator proposes making into the ac- 


ties of the big electric companies and 
ir subsidiaries. Senator Norris has 


The editor’s ridiculous accusa- 


NE cheering bit of news for everyone 
interested in justice is the acquittal 
of Greco and Carillo by a Bronx jury 
after seven hours.and a half of delibera- 
These two Italian workers who 
were accused of the murder of two black- 
shirts in the Bronx last Decoration Day, 
have had the support of most New York 
liberals and able defenders in the persons 
of Clarence Darrow, 
Hays, and Isaac Shorr. The Greco-Carillo 
Defense Committee, 
Morss Lovett, did much to arouse public 
interest in the case, 
prevented a repetition of any Sacco-Van- 
zetti affair. 


Arthur Garfield 
headed by Robert 


and undoubtedly 














Drawn by “Gal” the Miner-Artist 























































BRISBANE REPORTS A MIRACLE 

Magic powers of our ruling pirates as 
related by Arthur Brisbane, the man 
retained by Hearst to expound sorcery, 
glorify Babbittry, and amuse those who 
find it painful to think: 

J. Pierpont Morgan takes Judge 
Gary’s place as chairman of the 
United States Steel board of direc- 
tors. That will please stockholders. 
Mr. Morgan’s father created the 
company, with the assistance of 
Judge Gary, James A. Farrell and 
other able citizens, and changed a 
half a billion worth of stock that 














By Stuart Chase 
ULES VERNE once wrote a story 
which he called the Mysterious Is- 
land. It was about four men aband- | Four madmen! 
Pacific Ocean. 
soe, they had access to no wrecked ves- 
sel from which supplies could be secured; | 

they landed with their bare hands. 
But there were growing things upon the 
island; there were animals, minerals—the 
age long background of human life. And 
in the brain of the engineer who led the | 
party there was science. With their bare 
hands they set to work. It was a de 
perate struggle but, step by step, they 
forced back cold, hunger and desolation, 
and in the end transformed their is- | 


stant!y doing. 


dustrial waste. 


given wecrking day 


land into a pleasant home which yielded | 
food, shelter, clothing, comforts. 

Thus Verne has shown us, in a small | 
way, the problem which all society faces 
in a big way; which it has always faced. 


2. 





sight of those stark realities upon which | TY building, 


Speaking of Congressmen, they have |Our social life is founded, and failing | quackery of all kinds. 

which we could but sink to the level of The stone house builder represents 
er the excess man-power required to 
To meet the demands of the Myster- | produce and distribute necessities and 
the 
the best way of doing the job—are not 
Failure to use scientific 


the brute. 


ious Island, every member of the ship- | comforts because 
wrecked crew put his shoulder to the 
wheel; as you or I or any other sane 
man would have done. On each man’s | 
labor the survival of the group depend- | 
ed. But suppose that one of the casta- 
ways had spent his days in sleeping on 
the beach; one had given all his en- 
ergy in making mud pies; one had built 
a house on the shore by bringing stones 


panes use of. 
management, failure 
tion against the 





all combine to force 





The Madness of Capitalism 


| were plenty of stones nearer at hand; 
| while the last, in his haste to clear a 
| field, had carelessly burned off all the 
timber on the island. 

Yes, mad indeed when 
oned on a desolate spot of land in the | thus seen in miniature. 
Unlike Robinson Cru-| society these are precisely the things 
which untold millions of us are con- 
Their mad acts illus- 
| trate the four great channels of in- 


The sleeper on the beach repre- 
sents the man-power which on any 


by virtue of unemployment, preventable 
“| accidents and diseases, strikes and lock- 
| outs—the idle rich, the Weary Willies. 
| The great bulk, be it observed, are idle 
| not because they want to be, but be- 
cause they are forced to be. 


The Mud pie maker represents the 
man-power which goes 
production of harmful or useless things 
In the complexity of modern civilization | —Patent medicines, opium, superluxuries, 


and the machine age, we tend to lose | Wa preparations, adulterated goods, jer- 
the bulk of advertising, 


real 
the consumer, excess plant capacity, cross 
| hauling, the idiotic methods in milk dis- 
tribution, too many retail stores, city con- 
gestion, locking up of new inventions— 


from the top of the hill—when there ' steps where one would suffice. 








Carnegie called “not even water, 
mere air” into stock, now worth more 
than $220 a share, the 40 per cent. 
dividend included. 

To change “thin air” to a solidly 
established stock worth more than 
a billion real dollars shows what 
American business can do. 








But in our great 

THE HORRID RADICALS 

From the “National Republic,” organ - 
|of the Republican Party, edited by George 
B. Lockwood. 

“How unscrupulous are the meth- 
ods of the radicals is indicated by the 
outcry against the Rockefellers in 
connection with the miners’ strike in 
Colorado, which has fallen within the 
control of the I. W. W. The Rocke- 
fellers, it is officially stated, own no 
mines within 200 miles of the place 
where the strike is being staged.” 


is doing nothing— 





4. The field clearer represents the 

* waste of natural resources. In 
lumber, coal, oil, natural gas, soils, min- 
erals, the North American continent has 
been gutted by methods so improvident, 
so careless, that for every ton reclaimed, 
a ton or more has gone to waste. 

So what is folly and madness for four 
men on a desert island, turns out to be 
normal business-as-usual in our great in- 
dustrial society, considered as a whole. 
If society could be organized as the en- 
gineer organized his co-workers on the 
island, the present 40 millions of work- 
ers in America could, as we shall see, 
probably double the standard of living, 
utterly abolish poverty, slum dwelling, 
ugliness and grime, while using less raw 
coal and iron and lumber than we do at 
present, and working shorter hours.— 
“The Challenge of Waste.” 


into the 


technical arts— 


to match produc- 
requirements of 


the taking of two 

















omeback which proved once more, if 


most unscrupulous of our public liars. 





BUTLER’S XMAS CARD 
Up at Columbia University, Doc- 


hours of useful labor performed by every able-bod- 
ied person. Under present arrangements it is a 
sweating machine which enriches owners and con- 
demns millions to periodical misery. 

We do not wonder that Coolidge does not “choose 
to run” the concern for another four years. We 
wouldn't either. 


A “Well Advised” Report 

I have no confidence whatever in the National 
Civic Federation’s report on old age pensions. 
We did not expect it to present a favorable view 
and would have been surprised if it did. The Civic 
Federation is one of a number of opiate departments 
of the present social order and this report is an- 
other one of its drugs. 
It declares that there are few of the aged over 
65 who are destitute and that the number depend- 
ent upon relatives or charity range between 20 to 
25 per cent. It declares in favor of a “well-advised 
movement” in the matter of old-age security, a 
“reasoned discussion of relief” and “sanity attested 
by facts embodied in cautiously compiled figures”. 
“We are confident that the data gathered in this 
study have been “cautiously compiled”. We are also 
certain that those who presented the report were 
“well advised”. We expect both from any organ- 
ization that sponsors Ralph Easley. That gentleman- 
subscribes to the view that any social program that 
does not measure up to the standard of the four- 
teenth century is not “well advised”. 
To be more precise, we assert that the Civic Fed- 
eration since its origin in the inspiration of the la- 
mented Marcus A. Hanna has been an insurance so- 
cietv to protect the material interests of big capital 
and finance. Any suggestion to tax that crowd for 
the welfare of the veterans of industry is certain to 
receive a veto. It isn't “well advised” and “cau- 
tiously compiled figures” are necessary to put the 
suggestion into the discard. 
The report is the view of American corporations. 
If any labor men accept it, this does not change tts 
1o more than the working man who voted 
proves that Coolidge represents the 
s. And that’s that. 


character 1 


for C% ywlidge 


A Tammany Decision 
A DECISION by \ 
"one of the election thieves runs true to 
After all, we know that there is little hope of clean- 
ing polluted elections by Tammany judges. They 
are a part of the Tammany machine. They may 
not be listed and tagged at so many dollars each as 
in the days of Tweed but they serve the policy of | 5 
“honest graft” just the same. What is necessary 
is to carry Tamimany’s dirty deeds to Albany when 
the Assembly, eqnvenes andj then advertise its prize 


lagistrate Corrigan, acquitting 
form. 


tor Nicholas Murray Butler sends out 
a strange Christmas card, informing 
his surprised friends that as a mat- 
ter of fact Thomas Jefferson and 
Alexander Hamilton marched under 


“the same banner a~d had the same 


purpose in view. This would cer- 
tainly astonish both of these eminent 
men, considering that Jefferson ha- 
ted most of ‘Hamilton’s ideas, a ha- 
tred which was heartily returned by 
the first Secretary of the Treasury. 





The hearts of school children in New 


York would have been uplifted had their 
ywners attended a meeting held at the 
New York County Medical Society Build- 
ing, 
hat school hours in this town were much 
too long, and urged radical changes in 
she entire school program. 


where prominent physicians said 





CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS 


Between now and the next time I 
talk to you a large number of citi- 
zens will undoubtedly have gone to 
premature graves through drinking 
Christmas hootch and otherwise cel- 
ebrating the era of peace on earth 
and good will to mén. It is pretty 
safe to predict that the holidays will 
see numerous gang fights in Chicago 
and New York, the hijacking of boot- 
leggers on the public road, and the 
eviction of more striking miners 
from Mr. Mellon’s beautiful company 
houses. Speaking of miners, if you 
listen to our appeal and send warm 
shoes and clothes to those who are 
actually suffering in Pennsylvania 
and Colorado, because they choose 
to struggle for industrial freedom, 
your Christmas should be that much 
happier in the thought that you are 
doing something for your brother. 
If you haven’t sent clothes or money 
to the miners it isn’t too late yet. 
You may send your clothes or con- 
tributions to the office of the New 
Leader, 7 East Fifteenth street, or 
to the office of the Emergency Com- 
mittee for Strikers’ Relief, 156 Fifth 
avenue, New York City, where any- 
thing you give will be gratefully re- 


ceived. 





Inheriting the Earth 


An Egyptian pafthment of 1800 B. C. 
said to have established the fact that 


Sgyptians had measured the earth at thar 
ime. Probably they wanted to know just 
how much Rockefeller, Ford and Morgan 





exhibit, “Al” Sinith, throughout the nation, 





with a few notable expeptions, is feeble 


¢ 
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The World Tomorrow | 


Once we were pliant; living tools were used 
That through us you might reach a higher goal, 
Till suddenly the power you abused, | 
Swinging to us, revealed in each a soul. 


These hands that, steel on steel, built up your pride, 
Shall seize their own creative work; and seated 
Where you were throned, we’ll watch you leaden-eyed 
Pass in that shuffling march of the defeated. 
BENJAMIN MUSSER. 
HERE is a letter before me from a fairly well- 
known writer inviting me to join him and his 
friends at a studio party to celebrate the passing of 
the old year, “and if you will you may contribute the 
spiritual part of the program. We will take care of 
the spirits. But if you don’t want to trust our offer- 
ing, you are at liberty to bring your own. Bootlegging 
being what it is, no one will feel offended * * * ” and 
so on elaborating on the booze end of the function. 
Writing the following may be a mean way of refusing 
an otherwise jovial and well-intentioned invitation, but 
I am just what I am, a hard-boiled declarative sen- 
tence on any subject that touches my pet hates and 
loves. 
Now one thing I will never get through my dumb 
noodle; and that is the fetich for boozing among the 
self-established intellectuals of our day. Those new- 
fangled medicine men have an explanation. 
Professors of brain ailments offer diagnosis. Patter- 
headed Baptists from the dry provinces screech a 
hateful harangue. Mealy mouthed evangelists scour the 
pot of hell and offer up its offal for example. * * * 
All of which adds to my confusion. None of these 
touches clearly on the tragedy—-the cruel comedy of 
intelligent creative souls who wear a cheap concoc- 
tion of gin and vermouth as a badge, and adulterated 
Scotch as a defiant motto against the legions of the 
Boob. 
Please put me down on the Prohibition Question as | 
one of those tolerant cusses who believes that any 
Dumb Dan or Dora has the sanctified and unassailable | 
right to hootch him or herself to ultimate delirium, at | 
reasonable prices, however. I am absolutely against 
governmental interference in that sort of suicide. And 
solely because the more dumbbells who pass out of the 
ugly picture of the present system through the whiskey 
route, the less encumbrance Socialism will have to 
carry when it arrives to set the world’s house in order. 
Stupidity is sad enough when it totters about in an 
alcoholic Black Bottom. It is a hundredfold more 
brutal and tragic when sober. So in this faint hope 
that all stupidity will eventually drink itself to death 
under an unhampered wet regime, I oppose the present 
prohibition. As I make these remarks I am quite con- 
scious of the smirks from our economic interpreters, 
and the guffaws from the deep thinking group of our 
world. But in a topsy-scurvy maze of living like this 
here world even a flimsy opinion like mine can some- 
how scoot off into the credulous heavens and hook it- 
self onto an orbit of authority. 
But seriously writing, I am just plumb locoed by the 
sight of so many of our writers, critics, poets and 


artists who go in for systematic alcoholism. Now I 
Most of 


just know what the gentle observer will say. 
them are such nice smart people; most of them have 
fine minds and such clear vision on what’s what in 
life. They find modern living ugly and boresome, full 
of low contradictions, hypocrisies, lies, swinish lusts 
and ignoble aims. Civilization plays a raucous dis- 
cord against their finely strung senses. The madhouse 
noises are so unbearable. And whisky has a magic 
that deafens the spirit to the bedlam, by playing a 
mad music of its own. And apyway, he continues in 
explanation, most talent and genius of a spiritual 








would cventually inherit. 


sort are doomed to material failure in a world that 


worships through commerce and enshrines oil, steel 
and chewing gum as the universal gods... So gin builds 
for them an Aladdin city of sparkling spires and be- 
jeweled turrets, a realm of romance in which these 
creative dreamers can spend a tolerable moment of 
experience. And so from them comes forth the catch- 
word of fiaraing youth embattled against the Puritan 
graybecrds. * * * “A short life and a merry one.” 
And weil I might take up for them here a campaign 
of justifying their attitude. For I too can see very 
little in this unbeautiful world to make me cry out 
with Oliver Twist for “more” of life in it. Yet I am 
loath to chime in with their philosophy of long drink- 
ing and fast living, for all of my knowledge of what 
is wrong with this bunco game of modern existence. 
Simply because I cannot for the life of me convince 
myself that so many of these intellectuals suffer one 
tenth the agony that they profess to drown in gin and 
julep. Long ago, when they first started poetizing 
and scribbling their great epics and novels, a cold 
world coldly advised them that the way to art and its 
perfection led through brambles of disappointment and 
over rocks and hills of arduous practice. They ali had 
the spark in them. Genius was undeniably theirs. 
Resentful against a heartless and blind audience, they 
gradually migrated toward each other from all parts 
of the land until they met in the cellars and coffee 
houses of Greenwich Village. There they learned how 
to substitute pose for industry, and cheapjack juice 
for inspiration. Some of them actually succumbed 
to civilization and got jobs in the brothels of American 
Newspaperdom, or in the cabaret places of commercial 
publicity and ad writing. The old habits acquired dur- 
ing the days of struggle toward recognition on their 
real own clung to them. They still play-act at starved 
genius, and swig the sap of rye and sour mash, All in 
all they don’t impress me with their braggart boozing. 
I really believe that they hate productive work of any 
kind, especially in that proclaimed sphere of their 
own, “art for art’s own pure sake”. And taking to 
hootch offers a fine sympathetic alibi for having been 
driven to its extremity by a stupid and unappreciative 
world. This all sounds bourgeois and conservative and 
Puritanical and all that, doesn’t it? Well, there’s a 
deuce of a lot more reason and truth in these chance 
remarks of mine about the subject than there ever will 
be in the whiskey guzzling act of our heartbroken in- 
telligentsia. I dislike drunkards anyway. They smell 
malodorously, and their suppressed selves coming out . 
under the liberating jerk of the ginbottle, when fully 
revealed, makes me wish at most times that the sup- 
pression had been so complete in the beginning that 
no force on earth or heaven were tremendous enough 
ever to bring it back to human sight and knowledge. 


So now you see that I will not be at that New 
Year’s party whereto my writer friend has so he-man- 
ishly invited me. I'll have a snatch or two of some 
old wine and a finger of bootleg rye myself perhaps, 
this New Year’s night. But I shall do so only in the 
hope that this hypocritical Prohibition act be taken out 
of the national book of laws. For next to a pseudo- 
sufferer of the World’s injustice and his martyrdom 
under alcohol, I detest the Anti-Saloon lobbyist, and 
the hangdog visage of the professional Dry. I will 
drink to the right of man to do with his life as he 
pleases within the light of non-interference with the 
life, liberty, and happiness pursuit of his neighbor, to 
the untrammelled tolerance of all persons by all others, 
and to a whole lot less sham and pose on the part of 
smart, fine souls who ought to know better than just 
booze their young lives to death, and just don’t wan’t 
to know. 

And so let me close with wishing you all a happy 
New Year, a New Year with more promise for labor— 
the farmer, the white collar slave, and the countless 
millions of the poor and oppress@d all over the earth. 


-S, A. deWitt, 
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